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These 20 stories provide Canadian Indigenous disaster evacuees with an opportunity to share 

their experiences and knowledge with a broad, international audience. Every year hundreds of 

Indigenous people are evacuated from their homes and some remain displaced for months or 

even years. Indigenous evacuees have important stories to share about this largely invisible 

situation. Through the stories, participants explain in their own words the short- and long-term 

impacts from evacuations, highlight how pre-existing strengths and challenges influenced their 

capacities to cope with the evacuation, and outline their thoughts on important insights and 

lessons gained. These stories capture perspectives from four communities: Lytton First 

Nation/Kanaka Bar Band, BC; Cormorant Island, BC; Long Plain First Nation, MB; and Eskasoni 

First Nation, NS. Following 14 personal stories, 6 thematic-focused stories gather together 

insights about key evacuation-related topics.  

 

 

Dans ces 20 histoires, les autochtones canadiens qui ƻƴǘ ŞǘŞ ŞǾŀŎǳŞǎ Ł ƭŀ ǎǳƛǘŜ ŘΩǳƴŜ 

catastrophe partagent leurs expériences et leurs connaissances avec un public international. 

/ƘŀǉǳŜ ŀƴƴŞŜΣ ŘŜǎ ŎŜƴǘŀƛƴŜǎ ŘΩŀǳǘƻŎƘǘƻƴŜǎ ǎƻƴǘ ŞǾŀŎǳŞǎ ŘŜ ƭŜǳǊ ŘƻƳƛŎƛƭŜ Ŝǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǎ ǎƻƴǘ 

déplacés pendant des mois, voire des annŞŜǎΦ [Ŝǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘŜǎ ƘƛǎǘƻƛǊŜǎ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǊŀŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ 

ǘŞƳƻƛƎƴŜƴǘ ŘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘǊƻǇ ǎƻǳǾŜƴǘ ƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜǎΦ tŀǊ ƭΩŜƴǘǊŜƳƛǎŜ ŘŜ ŎŜǎ ƘƛǎǘƻƛǊŜǎΣ ƭŜǎ 

participants relatent dans leurs propres mots les répercussions à court et à long terme des 

évacuations, ils expliquent comment leurs propres ressources et les épreuves vécues les ont 

ŀƛŘŞǎ Ł ƎŞǊŜǊ ƭΩŞǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ƛƭǎ Ŧƻƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ŘŜ ƭŜǳǊǎ ǊŞŦƭŜȄƛƻƴǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ƭŜœƻƴǎ ŀǇǇǊƛǎŜǎΦ /Ŝǎ ƘƛǎǘƻƛǊŜǎ 

traduisent les perspectives de quatre communautés : La Première Nation de Lytton/la bande de 

Kanaka Bar, C.-.ΦΤ ƭΩƞƭŜ /ƻǊƳƻǊŀƴǘΣ /Φ-B.; la Première Nation de Long Plain, MB; et la Première 

bŀǘƛƻƴ ŘΩ9ǎƪŀǎƻƴƛΣ bΦ-É. Après 14 histoires personnelles vous trouverez 6 histoires qui 

ǊŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜƴǘ ŘŜǎ ƛŘŞŜǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŞŜǎ ǎǳǊ ŘŜǎ ǘƘŝƳŜǎ ŘΩŞǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
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Cormorant Island, BC 

The evacuation of Kingcome, September 2010 

The remote village of Kingcome on the central coast of Vancouver Island, more than 150 

kilometers east of Port McNeill, was evacuated by helicopter September 25 2010 after water 

from the Kingcome river raged through the reserve. The community of Alert Bay situated on 

Cormorant Island was the designated host community, and volunteers from Alert Bay and Port 

McNeill assisted in providing for the evacuees.  

 

Évacuation de Kingcome, Septembre 2010 

Le 25 Septembre 2010, Kingcome, village isolé de la côte ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭŜ ŘŜ ƭΩOƭŜ ŘŜ Vancouver, situé à 

plus de 150 kilométres à ƭΩŜǎǘ ŘŜ tƻǊǘ aŎbŜƛƭƭΣ ŀ ŞǘŞ ŞǾŀŎǳŞ ǇŀǊ hélicoptère lorsque les eaux 

déchainées de la riviére Kingcome ont inondé la réserve. La communauté de Port McNeill a été 

désignée communauté dΩaccueil. 
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Shannon Alfred 

aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ !ƭŦǊŜŘΣ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ 

Program Coordinator for Cormorant Island. 

For thousands of years, our people have had an oral 

agreement that we look after each other, we care for 

one another, and we respond when someone is in 

ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦ !ƴŘ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǊŀƭ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ 

comes to the emergency management program, 

everything needs to be documented, there are forms. 

It becomes a written formal agreement. Transitioning 

from oral to documentation it takes a while for 

people to understand that this is what we need to do today.  

L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǘƻƻƪ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

prepare me for emergency social services to run longer than 72 hours. The evacuation actually 

went on for a whole month, and so we did the best we could with the resources that we had. 

Social media was good in informing people to let them know what was going on, what was 

happening, with facts coming from the emergency management program part of it. However, 

social media was not good in terms of when people needed something. The next thing you 

know we were overwhelmed with many donations coming in, a lot of stuff that other people 

thought were helping but were just sending us garbage, and it was getting mixed up with the 

actual stuff that people could use.   

The potlatch that occurred that weekend gave the people some comfort. It was like a break 

from being evacuated. For them, knowing that was happening that weekend was one of the 

best things that could have happened in allowing people to feel some normalcy with that and 

healing at the same time. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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WŜ ƳΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ !ƭŦǊŜŘ Ŝǘ ƧŜ ǎǳƛǎ ƭŀ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘǊƛŎŜ  Řǳ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩǳǊƎŜƴŎŜ ǇƻǳǊ ƭΩLƭŜ 

Cormorant. 

5ŜǇǳƛǎ ŘŜǎ ƳƛƭƭƛŜǊǎ ŘΩŀƴƴŞŜǎΣ ƛƭ existe une entente verbale dans notre communauté qui veut 

ǉǳŜ ƴƻǳǎ ǇǊŜƴƛƻƴǎ ǎƻƛƴ ƭŜǎ ǳƴǎ ŘŜǎ ŀǳǘǊŜǎ Ŝǘ ǉǳŜ ƴƻǳǎ ŀƛŘƛƻƴǎ ŎŜǳȄ ǉǳƛ ƻƴǘ ŘŜǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘŞǎΦ /ΩŜǎǘ 

ǳƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘ ǾŜǊōŀƭ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƴƻǘǊŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŜ Ŝǎǘ ƻǊŀƭŜΦ aŀƛǎ ƭƻǊǎǉǳΩƛƭ ǎΩŀƎƛǘ ŘΩǳƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘŜ 

gestion des urgences, tout doit être consigné, il y a des formulaires, ça devient une entente 

ŞŎǊƛǘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜƭƭŜΦ tŀǊ ŎƻƴǎŞǉǳŜƴǘΣ ǇŀǎǎŜǊ ŘΩǳƴŜ ŜƴǘŜƴǘŜ ǾŜǊōŀƭŜ Ł ŘŜǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŞŎǊƛǘǎ ƴŜ Ǿŀ Ǉŀǎ 

ŘŜ ǎƻƛ Υ ƭŜǎ ƎŜƴǎ ŘƻƛǾŜƴǘ ǎΩƘŀōƛǘǳŜǊ Ł ŎŜǎ ŘŞƳŀǊŎƘŜǎ ǉǳƛ ǎƻƴǘ ƴŞŎŜǎǎŀƛǊŜǎ ŀǳƧƻǳǊŘΩƘǳƛΦ 

WŜ ƴŜ ƳΩŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƛǎ Ǉŀǎ Ł ŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƴƻǳǎ ǎƻȅƻƴǎ ǳƴŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŞ ŘΩŀŎŎǳŜƛƭΦ [ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǉǳŜ ƧΩŀƛ 

ǎǳƛǾƛŜ ƴŜ ƳΩŀ Ǉŀǎ ǇǊŞǇŀǊŞ ǇƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƭŜǎ {{¦ Ǉƭǳǎ ŘŜ тн ƘŜǳǊŜǎΦ [ΩŞǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀ ŘǳǊŞ ǳƴ ōƻƴ 

ƳƻƛǎΦ hƴ ŀ Ŧŀƛǘ ŎŜ ǉǳΩƻƴ ŀ Ǉǳ ŀǾŜŎ ƭŜǎ ǊŜǎǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ Ŏƻmmunauté. 

Les réseaux sociaux ont informé les gens sur ce qui se passait et ils leur ont transmis des 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎ Řǳ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘŜ ƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ǳǊƎŜƴŎŜǎΤ ǇŀǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŜΣ ƛƭǎ ƴΩƻƴǘ Ǉŀǎ ǎǳ ƴƻǳǎ ŘƛǊŜ ŘŜ 

quoi les gens avaient besoin, alors nous avons été débordés pŀǊ ƭΩŀǾŀƭŀƴŎƘŜ ŘŜ Řƻƴǎ ǉǳΩƻƴ ƴƻǳǎ 

ŀ ŜƴǾƻȅŞǎΦ 5Ŝǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜǳǊǎ ƻƴǘ ŜƴǾƻȅŞ ǳƴ ǘŀǎ ŘŜ ŎƘƻǎŜǎ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ŎǊƻȅŀƛŜƴǘ ǳǘƛƭŜǎ Ƴŀƛǎ Ŝƴ Ŧŀƛǘ œŀ ƴŜ 

servait à rien et toutes ces babioles étaient mélangées avec les articles dont la population avait 

réellement besoin. 

Le potlatch qui a eu lieu cette fin de semaine a fait du bien aux gens. En y prenant part, ils ont 

ǎŜƴǘƛ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ƴΩŞǘŀƛŜƴǘ Ǉŀǎ ƧǳǎǘŜ ŘŜǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜǎ ŞǾŀŎǳŞŜǎΦ !ƭƻǊǎ ƭŜ Ŧŀƛǘ ǉǳŜ œŀ ŀƛǘ ƧǳǎǘŜƳŜƴǘ Ŝǳ ƭƛŜǳ 

cette fin de semaine est la meilleure chose qui ait pu arriver, je crois, car ce rituel a donné aux 

ƎŜƴǎ ǳƴ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƛǘŞ Ŝǘ Ŝƴ ƳşƳŜ ǘŜƳǇǎ ŘΩŀǇŀƛǎŜƳŜƴǘΦ 
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Lytton First Nation/Kanaka Bar Band, BC 

 

Located 274 kilometers north of Vancouver, just south of Lytton, British Columbia, the Kanaka 

Bar Indian Band ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ мр ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ bƭŀƪŀΩǇŀƳǳȄ bŀǘƛƻƴ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΦ hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ¢ΩŜǉǘΩΩŀǉǘƴ όǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ¢ΩŜǉǘΩΩŀǉǘƴΩƳǳȄ 

(the crossing place people), the community was renamed Kanaka Bar by colonial officials in 

1858. 

 

Située à 274 kilomètres au nord de Vancouver, au sud de Lytton, en Colombie-Britannique, la 

ōŀƴŘŜ ƛƴŘƛŜƴƴŜ Yŀƴŀƪŀ .ŀǊ Ŝǎǘ ƭΩǳƴŜ ŘŜǎ мр ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾƛǘŞǎ ŀǳǘƻŎƘǘƻƴŜǎ ǉǳƛ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜƴǘ 

ŀǳƧƻǳǊŘΩƘǳƛ ƭŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ bƭŀƪŀΩǇŀƳǳȄΦ [ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾƛǘŞ Şǘŀƛǘ ŀǳǘǊŜŦƻƛǎ ŎƻƴƴǳŜ sous le nom de 

T'eqt''aqtn (le lieu de passage) et ses résidents étaient appelés T'eqt''aqtn'mux (les gens du lieu 

de passage), mais elle a été rebaptisée Kanata Bar par les fonctionnaires coloniaux en 1858. 
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Christine Brown 

Good afternoon. My name is Christine Brown and 

LΩƳ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ [ȅǘǘƻƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ 

Band, but I recently took on the position of 

Emergency Coordinator for Kanaka Bar Indian Band.  

{ƻΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ LΩƳ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

communities in ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 

with communities Canada-wide, is there are some 

members of the First Nation Band that live off the 

land. They eat wild meat, the venison, the elk, and 

the moose. They go out and pick berries, wild 

mushrooms. They live off the land. So, if they have to go and eat in a restaurant three times a 

day, that is going to be really hard on them, on their body. Their body is going to have a really 

hard time adjusting. We need to start taking that concern and work it into our plans of how we 

are going to care for them when we are evacuated. 

One of the other challenges is our location. We have the village of Lytton and the five 

surrounding bands. We work with Lytton and one-on-one with these other bands. There is no 

plan in place to evacuate their livestock, their pets, their animals, the cattle, the horses. For 

ǎƻƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ 

ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƛƎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀƭƻne has 

made some members refuse to leave.  

From working on the Aboriginal Disaster Resilience Project I was able to use the Skills and 

Knowledge Assessment Tool on three reserves within Lytton First Nation. I found it very 

beneficial because I learned a lot of information, positive information on community members 

who could be an asset during an emergency. One of the reserves I did was my own little 

community, the reserve that I live on, and the information I learned about my neighbours was a 

very positive outlook as to how they could help each other in an emergency. 

One of the ways our Health Department was very involved was they would attend to the 

Reception Centre where the evacuees were being brought to, or sent to, they would just sit and 

listen, sit anŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŀŎǳŜŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

to talk to about what they were experiencing. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Bon après-ƳƛŘƛΣ ƧŜ ƳΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ Ŝǘ ƧŜ ǎuis membre de la Première Nation de 

[ȅǘǘƻƴΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ƧΩŀƛ ǊŞŎŜƳƳŜƴǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŞ ƭŜ ǇƻǎǘŜ ŘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƻƴƴŀǘǊƛŎŜ Řǳ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩǳǊƎŜƴŎŜ ǇƻǳǊ 

la bande indienne de Kanaka Bar.  

[Ωǳƴ ŘŜǎ ǇǊƻōƭŝƳŜǎ ǉǳƛ ǎŜ ǇƻǎŜ Řŀƴǎ Ƴƻƴ ǘǊŀǾŀƛƭ ŀǳǇǊŝǎ ŘŜǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŞǎ ŘŜ ƴƻǘǊŜ ǊŞƎƛƻƴΣ Ŝǘ 

ŎΩŜǎt sans doute le cas dans tout le Canada, est que certains membres des Premières Nations 

ǾƛǾŜƴǘ Řǳ ǇǊƻŘǳƛǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǘŜǊǊŜΦ Lƭǎ ƳŀƴƎŜƴǘ ƭŀ ǾƛŀƴŘŜ ŘΩŀƴƛƳŀǳȄ ǎŀǳǾŀƎŜǎΣ Řǳ ƎƛōƛŜǊΣ Řǳ ǿŀǇƛǘƛΣ ŘŜ 

ƭΩƻǊƛƎƴŀƭΣ ƛƭǎ ǊŜŎǳŜƛƭƭŜƴǘ ƭŜǎ ōŀƛŜǎ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƎƴƻƴǎ ǎŀǳǾŀƎŜǎΦ /ΩŜǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŜ œŀ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǎŜ 

ƴƻǳǊǊƛǎǎŜƴǘΦ 5ƻƴŎΣ ǎΩƛƭǎ ŘƻƛǾŜƴǘ ƳŀƴƎŜǊ ŀǳ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ǘǊƻƛǎ Ŧƻƛǎ ǇŀǊ ƧƻǳǊΣ œŀ Ǿŀ şǘǊŜ ǘǊŝǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎƛƭŜ 

ǇƻǳǊ ŜǳȄΣ ƭŜǳǊ ǎȅǎǘŝƳŜ ŘƛƎŜǎǘƛŦ ŀǳǊŀ ōŜŀǳŎƻǳǇ ŘŜ Ƴŀƭ Ł ǎΩŀŘŀǇǘŜǊΦ WŜ ŎǊƻƛǎ ǉǳΩƛƭ ƴƻǳǎ Ŧŀǳǘ 

vraiment prendre en compte ce phénomène et ƭΩƛƴǘŞƎǊŜǊ Řŀƴǎ ƴƻǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǇƻǳǊ ǉǳŜ ƴƻǳǎ 

répondions à leurs besoins lorsque nous sommes évacués.  

¦ƴ ŀǳǘǊŜ ǇǊƻōƭŝƳŜ Ŝǎǘ ƭΩŜƴŘǊƻƛǘ ƻǴ ƴƻǳǎ ǾƛǾƻƴǎΦ Lƭ ȅ ŀ ƭŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŘŜ [ȅǘǘƻƴ Ŝǘ Ŏƛƴǉ ŀǳǘǊŜǎ ōŀƴŘŜǎ 

Řŀƴǎ ƭŜǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴǎΦ [Ŝ ǇǊƻōƭŝƳŜ Ŝǎǘ ǉǳΩƛƭ ƴΩŜȄƛǎǘŜ ŀǳŎǳƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇƻǳǊ ŞǾŀŎǳŜǊ ƭŜ ōŞǘŀƛƭΣ ƭŜǎ ŀƴƛƳŀǳȄ 

de compagnie, les chevaux de toutes ces bandes, incluant la Première Nation de Lytton. Or, 

ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǎ ƳŜƳōǊŜǎ ǘƛŜƴƴŜƴǘ Ł ŎŜǎ ŀƴƛƳŀǳȄ ŎƻƳƳŜ Ł ƭŜǳǊǎ ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎΣ Ŝǘ ƭΩŞǘŀǘ ŘŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴŜǎ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ 

ƴŜ ǇŜǊƳŜǘ Ǉŀǎ ŘŜ ŦŀƛǊŜ ǇŀǎǎŜǊ ƭŜǎ ŎŀƳƛƻƴǎ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜǎ ǎƻǊǘƛǊ ŘŜ ƭŁΦ /ΩŜǎǘ ǳƴ ŀǳǘǊŜ ƎǊƻǎ ǇǊƻōƭŝƳŜ ǉǳƛ 

explique pourquoi  certains membres refusent de partir.  

[ƻǊǎǉǳŜ ƧΩŀƛ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŞ ŀǳ ǇǊƻƧŜǘ ΨtƭŀƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ  ŘŜ ƭŀ ǊŞǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ŦŀŎŜ ŀǳȄ ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘŜǎ Ŝƴ ƳƛƭƛŜǳ 

ŀǳǘƻŎƘǘƻƴŜΩΣ ƧΩŀƛ Ŝǳ Ł ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜǊ ΨƭΩLƴǾŜƴǘŀƛǊŜ ŘŜǎ ŎƻƳǇŞǘŜƴŎŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜǎΩ Řŀƴǎ ǘǊƻƛǎ 

réserves de la Première Nation de Lytton. WŜ ƭΩŀƛ ǘǊƻǳǾŞ ǘǊŝǎ ǳǘƛƭŜΣ ŎŀǊ ƧΩŀƛ ƻōǘŜƴǳ ōŜŀǳŎƻǳǇ ŘŜ 

renseignements positifs sur les membres de la communauté qui pourraient être précieux en cas 

ŘΩǳǊƎŜƴŎŜΦ [ΩǳƴŜ ŘŜǎ ǊŞǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǉǳŜ ƧΩŀƛ ŞǾŀƭǳŞŜ Ŝǎǘ ƭŀ ǇŜǘƛǘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŞ ƻǴ ƧŜ ǾƛǎΦ ¢ƻǳǘ ŎŜ ǉǳŜ 

ƧΩŀƛ ŀǇǇǊƛǎ ŀǳ ǎǳƧŜǘ ŘŜ ƳŜǎ Ǿƻƛǎƛƴǎ ƳΩŀ ƳƻƴǘǊŞ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƛƭǎ ǇƻǳǊǊŀƛŜƴǘ ǎΩŜƴǘǊŀƛŘŜǊ Řŀƴǎ ǳƴŜ 

ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘΩǳǊƎŜƴŎŜΦ   

Les responsables de notre service de santé se sont beaucoup impliqués. Ils sont allés au Centre 

de Réception où on a amené les personnes évacuées, ils les ont écoutés, ils leur ont parlé, parce 

ǉǳŜ ǎƻǳǾŜƴǘ ǘƻǳǘ ŎŜ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǾƻǳƭŀƛŜƴǘ ŎΩŞǘŀƛǘ ǉǳŜƭǉǳΩǳƴ Ł ǉǳƛ ǊŀŎƻƴǘŜǊ ŎŜ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ŀǾŀƛŜƴǘ ǾŞŎǳΦ  
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Jennifer Brown 

LΩƳ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ .ǊƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ Yŀƴŀƪŀ .ŀǊ 

LƴŘƛŀƴ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŦƻǊ нр ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǎƻ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ 

1992.  

What scared me the most is in an evacuation, 

whether it would be a forest fire or a chemical or 

anything that we might have from the train or flood 

ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ǎŀŦŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ 

ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘΣ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ƻǳǘΣ L ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

our only way out, with a vehicle of course, but I think 

the thing is my own safety ς I need to survive. 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎŎŀǊȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘŜƴ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

!ƴŘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŦƛǊŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǳǊƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

only have one road out. That special person ǿƘƻΩǎ ƪƴƻŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜȅ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀŦŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘΦ 

We need to know how many people are on reserve. We need to know what vehicles that we 

have access to if there was an evacuation that was done in four hours or so. If the people were 

educated to the point where ς this is a list, this is a list of the things that I want to take with me. 

If maybe it was an elderly person, the coordinator would be working along with that elder 

person and preparing everybody, not only the elders but also the children. This is the list that 

LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΤ LΩƳ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƪƴƻǿ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ and if my 

home was ever to burn down I would lose everything. The band will have insurance on the 

house but they need to get us to learn about content insurance, just give us an option. I know 

we need to go out there and do it, we need to learn that. I donΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜǘΦ 

Everybody has something of value to offer and we need to know who does what here on 

ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊ ŘƻŜǎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

what qualifications they have or what they have to offer. I think if everybody got around to 

knowing each other a little bit more then there would be, probably, you know, better 

cooperation. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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WŜ ƳΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ .Ǌƻǿƴ Ŝǘ ƧΩƘŀōƛǘŜ ƛŎƛ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ǊŞǎŜǊǾŜ ƛƴŘƛŜƴƴŜ ŘŜ Yŀƴŀƪŀ .ŀǊ ŘŜǇǳƛǎ нр 

ŀƴǎΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ-à-dire depuis 1992.  

/Ŝ ǉǳƛ ƳŜ Ŧŀƛǘ ƭŜ Ǉƭǳǎ ǇŜǳǊ Řŀƴǎ ǳƴŜ ŞǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǉǳŜ ŎŜ ǎƻƛǘ Ł ŎŀǳǎŜ ŘΩǳƴ ƛƴŎŜƴŘƛŜ ƻǳ Řǳ 

déversement de produits chimiques ou autres contaminants après un déraillement de train ou 

Ł ŎŀǳǎŜ ŘΩǳƴŜ ƛƴƻƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ǉǳŜ Ƴŀ ǾƛŜ ǎƻƛǘ Ŝƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΦ [ŀ ǊŞǎŜǊǾŜ Ŝǎǘ ƛǎƻƭŞŜΣ ƧŜ ŎǊƻƛǎ ǉǳΩŜƭƭŜ 

Ŝǎǘ ƛǎƻƭŞŜΣ ŎŀǊ ƛƭ ƴΩȅ ŀ ǉǳΩǳƴ ŎƘŜƳƛƴ ǇƻǳǊ ȅ ŜƴǘǊŜǊ ƻǳ Ŝƴ ǎƻǊǘƛǊ ǇŀǊ ŀǳǘƻΣ ŀƭƻǊǎ ƧŜ ŎǊŀƛƴǎ ǇƻǳǊ Ƴŀ 

sécurité, je dois assurer ma survie. 

/ΩŜǎǘ ǾǊŀƛƳŜƴǘ ǘǊŀǳƳŀǘƛǎŀƴǘ ǎƛ ƻƴ Řƻƛǘ ǉǳƛǘǘŜǊ ǎŀ Ƴŀƛǎƻƴ Ŝƴ ŘƛȄ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΣ ƭŀƛǎǎŜǊ ǘƻǳǘŜ ǎŀ ǾƛŜ 

ŘŜǊǊƛŝǊŜΣ Ŝǘ ǎƛ ƻƴ ǎŀƛǘ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ ŦŜǳȄ ŘŜ ŦƻǊşǘ Ǿƻƴǘ ǘƻǳǘ ōǊǶƭŜǊ Ŝǘ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǎƻƴǘ ƧǳǎǘŜǎ Ŝƴ Ƙŀǳǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ 

ŎƻƭƭƛƴŜ Ŝǘ ǉǳΩƛƭ ƴΩȅ ŀ ǉǳΩǳƴ ŎƘŜƳƛƴ pour sortir de là. Alors la personne qui frappe à notre porte 

ǎŀƛǘ ǎŀƴǎ ŘƻǳǘŜ ŎŜ ǉǳΩŜƭƭŜ ŀ Ł ŦŀƛǊŜΣ ŜƭƭŜ Ŝǎǘ ƭŁ ǇƻǳǊ ŀǎǎǳǊŜǊ ƴƻǘǊŜ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞΦ Lƭ Ŧŀǳǘ ƭǳƛ ŦŀƛǊŜ 

confiance.  

Nous devons savoir combien de gens se trouvent sur la réserve, nous devons savoir de combien 

ŘŜ ǾŞƘƛŎǳƭŜǎ ƴƻǳǎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƻƴǎ ǎΩƛƭ ŘŜǾŀƛǘ ȅ ŀǾƻƛǊ ǳƴŜ ŞǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜǎ ǉǳŀǘǊŜ ƘŜǳǊŜǎΦ 9ǎǘ-ce 

que les gens sont préparés, est-ŎŜ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ƻƴǘ ŘǊŜǎǎŞ ǳƴŜ ƭƛǎǘŜ ŘŜǎ ŎƘƻǎŜǎ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǾŜǳƭŜƴǘ ŀǇǇƻǊǘŜǊΚ  

{Ωƛƭ ȅ ŀǾŀƛǘ ŘŜǎ ŀƞƴŞǎ ς des aînés, mais des enfants aussi ς ƭŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƻƴƴŀǘŜǳǊ ǎΩƻŎŎǳǇŜǊŀƛǘ ŘΩŜǳȄ 

Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ ŀƛŘŜǊŀƛǘ Ł ŦŀƛǊŜ ǳƴŜ ƭƛǎǘŜ ŘŜǎ ŀŦŦŀƛǊŜǎ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǾŜǳƭŜƴǘ ŀǇǇƻǊǘŜǊΣ ŎƻƳƳŜ œŀ ƛƭǎ ǎŀǾŜƴǘ ŎŜ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ 

apportent. 

WŜ ƴΩŀƛ Ǉŀǎ ŘΩŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǎǳǊ ƳŜǎ ōƛŜƴǎΦ WŜ ǇƻǎǎŝŘŜ ōŜŀǳŎƻǳǇ ŘŜ ōƛŜƴǎ Řƻƴǘ ƧŜ Řƻƛǎ ƳΩŜƴ ƻŎŎǳǇŜǊ 

et si Ƴŀ Ƴŀƛǎƻƴ ōǊǶƭŀƛǘΣ ƧŜ ǇŜǊŘǊŀƛǎ ǘƻǳǘ ŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƧΩŀƛΦ [ŀ ōŀƴŘŜ ŀ ǳƴŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǎǳǊ ƭŀ ƳŀƛǎƻƴΣ 

Ƴŀƛǎ ƻƴ Řƻƛǘ ƴƻǳǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎǳǊ ŎŜ ǉǳŜ ŎƻǳǾǊŜ ƭΩŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ Ŝǘ ƴƻǳǎ ŘƻƴƴŜǊ ŘŜǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ WŜ ǎŀƛǎ 

ǉǳŜ ŎΩŜǎǘ Ł ƴƻǳǎ ŀǳǎǎƛ ŘŜ ƴƻǳǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜǊΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ƧŜ ƴŜ ƭΩŀƛ Ǉŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǊŜ ŦŀƛǘΦ 

Tout le monde a quelque chose à offrir et si on savait qui fait quoi ici sur la réserve, ce serait 

ǾǊŀƛƳŜƴǘ ǳǘƛƭŜΦ WŜ ƴŜ ǎŀƛǎ Ǉŀǎ ŎŜ ǉǳŜ Ŧƻƴǘ ƳŜǎ ǾƻƛǎƛƴǎΣ ǉǳŜƭƭŜǎ ǎƻƴǘ ƭŜǳǊǎ ŎƻƳǇŞǘŜƴŎŜǎΣ ǉǳΩŜǎǘ-ce 

ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ƻƴǘ Ł ƻŦŦǊƛǊΦ WŜ ŎǊƻƛǎ ǉǳŜ ǎƛ ƭŜǎ ƎŜƴǎ ŜǎǎŀȅŀƛŜƴǘ Ře se connaître un peu mieux, il y aurait 

sans doute une meilleure collaboration. 
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Jim Brown 

DƻƻŘ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ WƛƳ .Ǌƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŦǊƻƳ 

Lytton First Nation. I have worked for my First Nation 

for 37 years in all, and as a Band Councillor for 22 

years. 

I think that in any emergency event the people that 

take part in it are going to question the people that 

are evacuated. They know each other, and if they 

ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ 

an elderly person to just get up and leave, because 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇƻƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǾŜǊȅ 

ŦŜǿ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

!ƴŘΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ŜǾŀŎǳŀǘŜ 

without a problem. 

In any gathering there is a music group, like Ernie has a group. When they gather they do their 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ {ƻƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƴƎǎ 

too but the most important one is the Welcome Song. And the elder in the community will say 

ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƻ άYƻƻƪƳŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ [ȅǘǘƻƴ ƻǊ {ƛǎƪŀ ƻǊ bƛŎƻƳŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

of welcome. 

The biggest stumbling block I think our First Nations has is capacity. We have to build our own 

capacity to understand that we need say, a truck driver. We need someone with a classification 

of licence to drive a truck, we need somebody to take forestry training, anything that has to do 

with an emergency. We have to prepare our people or educate them, educate them in what 

ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŘƻΣ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ !ƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƭŜŀǊƴǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƻΩǎ Ǝƻƛƴg to pass it on to the next 

generation. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bon après-ƳƛŘƛΣ ƧŜ ƳΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ WƛƳ .Ǌƻǿƴ Ŝǘ ƧŜ ǎǳƛǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ tǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ bŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ [ȅǘǘƻƴΦ WŜ ǘǊŀǾŀƛƭƭŜ 

depuis 37 ans pour ma Première Nation et je suis conseiller de bande depuis 22 ans. 
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5ŀƴǎ ǘƻǳǘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘΩǳǊƎŜƴŎŜΣ ƭŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴŀƴǘǎ Ǿƻƴǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŜǊ ƭŜǎ ƎŜƴǎ ǉǳƛ ǎƻƴǘ ŞǾŀŎǳŞǎΤ ƛƭǎ 

ǎŜ ŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŜƴǘΣ Ŝǘ ǎΩƛƭǎ ǎŜ ŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŜƴǘΣ ƛƭǎ ǎŜ Ŧƻƴǘ ŎƻƴŦƛŀƴŎŜΦ tƻǳǊ ƭŜǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜǎ ŃƎŞŜǎΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ǘǊŝǎ 

difficile de ǉǳƛǘǘŜǊ ƭŜǎ ƭƛŜǳȄ ŎƻƳƳŜ œŀ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳΩŜƭƭŜǎ ǎƻƴǘ ǇŀǳǾǊŜǎΣ ƧŜ ŎǊƻƛǎΣ ŜƭƭŜǎ ƻƴǘ ǘǊŝǎ ǇŜǳ 

ŘΩŀŦŦŀƛǊŜǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭƭŜǎΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ƭŜ ǇŜǳ ǉǳΩŜƭƭŜǎ ǇƻǎǎŝŘŜƴǘΣ œŀ Ǿŀǳǘ ǘƻǳǘ ƭΩƻǊ Řǳ ƳƻƴŘŜΦ 9ǘ ǎƛ ŜƭƭŜǎ 

vous font confiance, si elles savent que vous allez vous occuper de leur maison et de leur 

ǇǊƻǇǊƛŞǘŞΣ ŜƭƭŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜǊƻƴǘ ŘΩşǘǊŜ ŞǾŀŎǳŞŜǎ ǎŀƴǎ ǇǊƻōƭŝƳŜΦ 

Dans tout rassemblement, il y a un groupe musical, par exemple Ernie a un groupe, et quand ils 

ǎŜ ǊŞǳƴƛǎǎŜƴǘΣ ƭŜǎ ƎŜƴǎ ŎƘŀƴǘŜƴǘ ƭŜǳǊ /Ƙŀƴǘ ŘŜ .ƛŜƴǾŜƴǳŜ Υ ŎΩŜǎǘ ǳƴ ŎƘŀƴǘ ǉǳƛ ŀŎŎǳŜƛlle tout le 

ƳƻƴŘŜ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŞΦ Lƭ ȅ ŀ ŘΩŀǳǘǊŜǎ ŎƘŀƴǘǎΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ƭŜ Ǉƭǳǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎΩŜǎǘ ƭŜ /Ƙŀƴǘ ŘŜ 

Bienvenue. Un aîné dans la communauté récite une prière à « Kookme », qui est notre créateur, 

et dit une prière pour tous ceux qui sont présents, peu impƻǊǘŜ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǎƻƛŜƴǘ ŘŜ [ȅǘǘƻƴΣ ŘŜ {ƛǎƪŀ 

ou de Nicomen. Tout le monde comprend la cérémonie de bienvenue. 

[Ŝ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ŘŜǎ tǊŜƳƛŝǊŜǎ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ƭŜ ƳŀƴǉǳŜ ŘŜ ŎƻƳǇŞǘŜƴŎŜǎΦ bƻǳǎ ŘŜǾƻƴǎ 

ǊŜƴŦƻǊŎŜǊ ƴƻǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘŞǎΦ  tŀǊ ŜȄŜƳǇƭŜΣ ǎƛ ƴƻǳǎ ŀǾƻƴǎ ōŜǎƻƛƴ ŘΩǳn chauffeur de camion, il nous 

Ŧŀǳǘ ǉǳŜƭǉǳΩǳƴ ǉǳƛ ŀ ǳƴ ǇŜǊƳƛǎ ǇƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŘǳƛǊŜ ǳƴ ŎŀƳƛƻƴΣ ƴƻǳǎ ŀǾƻƴǎ ōŜǎƻƛƴ ŘŜ ǉǳŜƭǉǳΩǳƴ ǉǳƛ ŀ 

ǳƴŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘƛŝǊŜΣ ƛƭ ƴƻǳǎ Ŧŀǳǘ şǘǊŜ ǇǊşǘǎ ǇƻǳǊ ǳƴŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘΩǳǊƎŜƴŎŜΦ bƻǳǎ ŘŜǾƻƴǎ 

préparer nos membres ou leur apprendre cŜ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ŘƻƛǾŜƴǘ ŦŀƛǊŜ Ŝƴ Ŏŀǎ ŘΩƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΦ WŜ 

ƴΩƛƴǎƛǎǘŜǊŀƛǎ ƧŀƳŀƛǎ ŀǎǎŜȊ ǎǳǊ ƭΩƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŘŜ ǊŜƴŦƻǊŎŜǊ ƴƻǎ ŎƻƳǇŞǘŜƴŎŜǎΦ /ΩŜǎǘ ƴƻǘǊŜ ŀǾŜƴƛǊ ǉǳƛ 

en dépend. Ceux qui acquièrent des compétences les transmettront à la prochaine génération. 
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Trevor Robinson 

Hi, my name is Trevor Robinson, a community 

member of Kanaka Bar Band and a Lytton First Nation 

member. 

I think the most difficult part of being an evacuee is 

having to leave behind what you know, what you 

own. There are a lot of things you have tƻ ƘƻǇŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƎŜǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

your life. And you put a lot of work into it and you 

built it to be there forever. 

I think the most important things to have in place are escape routes. Here in Kanaka Bar we 

only have one main escape route. I would really like to see a second escape route installed 

ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ 

that transportation improvement would probably be really good, especially for those who need 

medical transportation, if there are any injuries. I have my Class Two licence and I drive a 

ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΣ L ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǘƛŎƪŜǘΣ L Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ 

road or anything that needs the right equipment. 

I definitely agree with some of the activities. You know, we have lots of elders around that can 

ōǊƛƴƎ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǎƻƴƎǎΣ ŘǊǳƳƳƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ά{ƭŀƘŀƭέΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

is Bone Game. I think it would be just great to see everyone come together and help the 

community and those that are in need. 

When I was a kid, healing gatherings used to go a week long and that brought not just our 

community but the surrounding communities together. And we all did all these different 

activities all through the day in and day out. And it was fun. We got to meet everybody else in 

other communities and we got to know who was around us, even people from out of town. 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ 

experience. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

WŜ ƳΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΣ ƧŜ ǎǳƛǎ ƳŜƳōǊŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ ōŀƴŘŜ ŘŜ Yŀƴŀƪŀ .ŀǊ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ tǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ 

Nation de Lytton. 

Je crois que le plus difficile pour les personnes évacuées est de laisser leurs affaires derrière 

ŜƭƭŜǎ Ŝƴ ŜǎǇŞǊŀƴǘ ǉǳΩŜƭƭŜǎ ƴŜ ǎŜǊƻƴǘ Ǉŀǎ ŘŞǘǊǳƛǘŜǎ Řŀƴǎ ǉǳŜƭǉǳŜ ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘŜ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳŜ ŎΩŜǎǘ 

toute leur vie. Ça représente beaucoup de travail et tout ça était destiné à durer pour toujours. 
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À mon avis, le plus important Ŝǎǘ ŘŜ ƳŜǘǘǊŜ Ŝƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘŜǎ ǾƻƛŜǎ ŘΩŞǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ LŎƛ Ł Yŀƴŀƪŀ .ŀǊΣ 

ƴƻǳǎ ŀǾƻƴǎ ǎŜǳƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǳƴŜ ǾƻƛŜ ŘΩŞǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ WΩŀƛƳŜǊŀƛǎ ǾǊŀƛƳŜƴǘ ǉǳΩƻƴ ŎǊŞŜ ǳƴ ŘŜǳȄƛŝƳŜ 

ƛǘƛƴŞǊŀƛǊŜ ŘΩŞǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊŝǎ ŘΩƛŎƛΣ ŎƻƳƳŜ ǎǳǊ ƭŜǎ ǎŜƴǘƛŜǊǎ ŘŜǊǊƛŝǊŜ ƭŜ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ WŜ ŎǊƻƛǎ ǉǳΩƛƭ 

seraiǘ ŦŀŎƛƭŜ ŘŜ ŦŀƛǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǳǾŜǊ ƭŜǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘǎΣ ǎǳǊǘƻǳǘ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƳŞŘƛŎŀǳȄ ǎΩƛƭ ȅ ŀ ŘŜǎ 

ōƭŜǎǎŞǎΦ WΩŀƛ Ƴƻƴ ǇŜǊƳƛǎ ŘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜ н Ŝǘ ƧŜ ŎƻƴŘǳƛǎ ǳƴ ǾŞƘƛŎǳƭŜ Ł ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǊǎΣ ƧΩŀƛ ŀǳǎǎƛ Ƴƻƴ ǇŜǊƳƛǎ 

ŘΩƻǇŞǊŀǘŜǳǊ ŘΩŞǉǳƛǇŜƳŜƴǘ ƭƻǳǊŘΦ WŜ ǇŜǳȄ ŀǳǎǎƛ ŘŞōƭŀȅŜǊ ƭŀ ǊƻǳǘŜ ƻǳ ƴΩƛƳǇƻǊǘŜ ǉǳƻƛ ŀǾŜŎ 

ƭΩŞǉǳƛǇŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŞΦ 

WŜ ǎǳƛǎ ǘƻǳǘ Ł Ŧŀƛǘ ŘΩŀŎŎƻǊŘ ŀǾŜŎ ƭŜǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘŞǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŞΦ bƻǳǎ ŀǾƻƴǎ ōŜŀǳŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŀƞƴŞǎ 

qui connaissent des chants de guérison, qui jouent du tambour. On peut passer de bons 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ Ł ƧƻǳŜǊ ζ{ƭŀƘŀƭ η ǉǳΩon appelle aussi Bone Game. Ce serait formidable de voir les 

gens se réunir et aider ceux qui sont dans le besoin. 

vǳŀƴŘ ƧΩŞǘŀƛǎ ǇŜǘƛǘΣ ƭŜǎ ǊŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŘŜ ƎǳŞǊƛǎƻƴ ŘǳǊŀƛŜƴǘ ǳƴŜ ǎŜƳŀƛƴŜ ŜƴǘƛŝǊŜ Ŝǘ 

réunissaient non seulement les membres de notre communauté mais aussi ceux des 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŞǎ ǾƻƛǎƛƴŜǎΦ Lƭ ȅ ŀǾŀƛǘ ŘŜǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘŞǎ ƧƻǳǊ Ŝǘ ƴǳƛǘΦ /ΩŞǘŀƛǘ ǘǊŝǎ ƛƴǘŞǊŜǎǎŀƴǘΣ ƻƴ 

rencontrait les gens des autres communautés et on faisait connaissance avec les gens des 

ŀƭŜƴǘƻǳǊǎΣ ƳşƳŜ ŀǾŜŎ ƭŜǎ ƎŜƴǎ ŘŜ ƭΩŜȄǘŞǊƛŜǳǊ ŘŜ ƭŀ Ǿƛƭƭe. Il y avait même des gens qui venaient 

ŘΩŀǳǘǊŜǎ Ǉŀȅǎ ǉǳƛ ǎƻƴǘ ǾŜƴǳǎ Ł ƴƻǎ ǊŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ /ΩŞǘŀƛǘ ǳƴŜ ǊŜƴŎƻƴǘǊŜ ŘŜ ǇŀǊǘŀƎŜΦ 
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Merika Sam 

aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ aŜǊƛƪŀ {ŀƳΣ ²ǳƭΩ9ŜǘŜŜƴƴΩŀƪΦ L ŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ 

Lytton First Nation. A couple of roles I play are that I sit 

on Band Council for Lytton First Nation and I am also 

ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ƛǎƪŀ LƴŘƛŀƴ .ŀƴŘΣ bƭŀƪŀΩǇŀƳǳȄ bŀǘƛƻƴ 

as their Band Manager. 

Coming together for community gatherings just puts a 

good energy out there that there is something sad or 

scary happening in the community but you know 

people are resilient. And coming together whether it is 

to eat or to pray or sing or share stories ς there is a lot of good that can come out of it because 

ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭΦ !ƴŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛce our ways you feel that 

just being together and knowing that you can get hugs or whatnot from people, it means a lot. 

We need to know the importance of diet and just generally taking care of yourself, because 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƛǎ ǘƘat you have to take care of yourself ς ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŜŀǘΚ 5ƛŘ 

ȅƻǳ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΚέ CƻǊ .ƛƭƭȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƻƴ ƳŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛŀōŜǘƛŎ 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴǎƛǎǘ ƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻƻŘΦ 

When we were evacuated we were given vouchers for a local restaurant, we were thankful for 

that, for having something to eat, but greasy foods three meals a day was not a good idea and 

ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǎƛŎƪΦ 

I think that the importance of doing community kitchens is just bringing people together, on 

ƻƴŜ ǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ 

you are preparing food for other people you go in in a good way, you have to be in good spirits. 

¸ƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ 

that food so your good energy is going into it and when the people who are receiving that food 

then they get that medicine for themselves and you know they feel good about being taken 

care of. And also, it just gets people together and they can just share stories or, laugh, because 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻΣ ǿŜ ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀ ƭƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊΦ 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ōǳt it does go a long way just having people around you. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

WŜ ƳΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ aŜǊƛƪŀ {ŀƳΣ ²ǳƭΩ9ŜǘŜŜƴƴΩŀƪΣ ŘŜ ƭŀ tǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ bŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ [ȅǘǘƻƴΦ 5ŜǳȄ ǊƾƭŜǎ ǉǳŜ ƧŜ 

joue sont que je siège au Conseil de bande de la Première Nation de Lytton et je suis aussi 

ƎŞǊŀƴǘŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ ōŀƴŘŜ ƛƴŘƛŜƴƴŜ {ƛǎƪŀΣ ŘŜ ƭŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ bƭŀƪŀΩǇŀƳǳȄΦ 
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Vous savez, une belle énergie se dégage lorsque les membres de la communauté se 

rassemblent. Bien sûr, ce qui arrive dans la communauté est triste ou effrayant, mais on sait 

que les gens sont résilients et quand ils se réunissent, que ce soit pour manger, pour prier, pour 

ŎƘŀƴǘŜǊ ƻǳ ǇƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘŀƎŜǊ ƭŜǳǊǎ ƘƛǎǘƻƛǊŜǎΣ œŀ ƭŜǳǊ Ŧŀƛǘ ōŜŀǳŎƻǳǇ ŘŜ ōƛŜƴ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳΩƻƴ ƴƻǳǎ ŀ 

appris que nos prières oƴǘ Řǳ ǇƻǳǾƻƛǊΦ !ƭƻǊǎ ǉǳŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǇǊƛŜ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜ Ŝǘ ƻƴ ǎŀƛǘ ǉǳΩƻƴ ǇŜǳǘ 

ǎŜǊǊŜǊ ǉǳŜƭǉǳΩǳƴ Řŀƴǎ ƴƻǎ ōǊŀǎ Ŝǘ ǎŜƴǘƛǊ ǳƴ ǇŜǳ ŘŜ ŎƘŀƭŜǳǊ ƘǳƳŀƛƴŜΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ǘǊŝǎ ǊŞŎƻƴŦƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ 

/ΩŜǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘŜ ōƛŜƴ ƳŀƴƎŜǊ Ŝǘ Ŝƴ ƎŞƴŞǊŀƭ ŘŜ ǇǊŜƴŘǊŜ ǎƻƛƴ ŘŜ ǎƻƛ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƭŀ ǇǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ 

chose qǳΩƻƴ ƴƻǳǎ ŜƴǎŜƛƎƴŜ Ŝǎǘ ǉǳΩƻƴ Řƻƛǘ ǇǊŜƴŘǊŜ ǎƻƛƴ ŘŜ ǎƻƛΦ hƴ ƴƻǳǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜ : « Tu as 

ƳŀƴƎŞΚ ¢ǳ ŀǎ ōǳ ǉǳŜƭǉǳŜ ŎƘƻǎŜΚ η 9ǘ ǇƻǳǊ ǉǳŜƭǉǳΩǳƴ ŎƻƳƳŜ Ƴƻƴ ǇŝǊŜΣ .ƛƭƭȅΣ ǉǳƛ Ŝǎǘ 

ŘƛŀōŞǘƛǉǳŜ Ŝǘ ǉǳƛ ǇǊŜƴŘ ŘŜǎ ƳŞŘƛŎŀƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ƭŀ ǇǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǎǳǊ ƭŀǉǳŜƭƭŜ ƻƴ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜΦ Lƭ faut 

bien se nourrir, manger des aliments sains. Quand on a été évacué, on nous a donné des 

ŎƻǳǇƻƴǎ ǇƻǳǊ ǳƴ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ Řǳ ŎƻƛƴΦ .ƛŜƴ ǎǶǊΣ ƻƴ Şǘŀƛǘ ǊŜŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŀƴǘ ŘΩŀǾƻƛǊ ǉǳŜƭǉǳŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ Ł 

ƳŀƴƎŜǊ Ƴŀƛǎ ŘŜ ƳŀƴƎŜǊ ŘŜǎ ŎƘƻǎŜǎ ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎ ǘǊƻƛǎ Ŧƻƛǎ ǇŀǊ ƧƻǳǊΣ ŎŜ ƴΩŜǎǘ pas une bonne idée. 

Alors on est vite tombé malade. 

WŜ ŎǊƻƛǎ ǉǳŜ ƭΩƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŘŜ ŎǊŞŜǊ ŘŜǎ ŎǳƛǎƛƴŜǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŀƛǊŜǎ ŎΩŜǎǘ ǇƻǳǊ ǊŞǳƴƛǊ ƭŜǎ ƎŜƴǎΦ 5Ωǳƴ 

ŎƾǘŞΣ ŎŜǳȄ ǉǳƛ ǇǊŞǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƭŀ ƴƻǳǊǊƛǘǳǊŜ ƭŜ Ŧƻƴǘ ŎƻƳƳŜ ƻƴ ƴƻǳǎ ƭΩŀ ŀǇǇǊƛǎΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ-à-dire que quand 

on prépare les repas pour les autres, il faut le faire de bon esprit. On se fait du bien à soi-même 

quand on prépare la nourriture, on prie pour ceux qui vont la manger, donc on transmet une 

ŞƴŜǊƎƛŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΣ Ŝǘ ǉǳŀƴŘ ƭŜǎ ƎŜƴǎ ƳŀƴƎŜƴǘΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŜ ǳƴ ƳŞŘƛŎŀƳŜƴǘ ǇƻǳǊ Ŝux, ils sont 

ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ǉǳΩƻƴ ǇǊŜƴƴŜ ǎƻƛƴ ŘΩŜǳȄΤ Ŝƴ Ǉƭǳǎ ŎΩŜǎǘ ǳƴŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŘΩşǘǊŜ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜΣ ƛƭǎ ǇŜǳǾŜƴǘ 

partager leurs histoires et rire. Oui, parce que les gens aiment rire, on rit beaucoup et on a un 

ƭƛŜǳ ǎǶǊ ƻǴ ƻƴ ǇŜǳǘ ǘƻǳǎ ǎŜ ǊŞǳƴƛǊΦ ±ƻǳǎ ǾƻȅŜȊΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ Ǉas bien compliqué, mais être entouré de 

gens, ça fait tellement de bien.  
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Long Plain First Nation, MB 

 

On July 20th, 2016, a tornado touched down, traveling through the Long Plain First Nation main 

reserve located southwest of Portage la Prairie, 100 km. east of Winnipeg. Over 170 homes 

were damaged and at its peak over 800 residents of the Long Plain First Nation were evacuated; 

some with family, some in an evacuation centre; and 585 people were put up in hotels in 

Winnipeg. Recovery costs are over $5 million and the last 100 Long Plain First Nation members 

are expected to return home in March 2017. 

 

Le 20 juillet, 2016, une tornade a frappé la réserve principale de la Première Nation de Long 

Plain, située au sud-ƻǳŜǎǘ ŘŜ tƻǊǘŀƎŜ [ŀ tǊŀƛǊƛŜΣ Ł млл ƪƳ Ł ƭΩŜst de Winnipeg. Plus de 170 

maisons ont été endommagées et plus de 800 habitants de la Première Nation de Long Plain 

ƻƴǘ ŞǘŞ ŞǾŀŎǳŞǎ Υ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǎ ǎƻƴǘ ŀƭƭŞǎ ŀǾŜŎ ƭŜǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƭŜΣ ŘΩŀǳǘǊŜǎ Řŀƴǎ  ǳƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŘΩŞǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ 

585 personnes ont été relogées dans des hôtels de Winnipeg. Les coûts de recouvrement 

dépassent les 5 millions de dollars. Les derniers 100 membres de la Première Nation de Long 

Plain devraient rentrer chez eux au mois de  mars 2017. 
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Eunice and Clemance 

Assiniboine 

My name is Clemance Assiniboine, Long Plain 

First Nation. My name is Eunice Assiniboine, 

from Long Plain First Nation. 

I was told to evacuate right away but because 

they called us to where they have a Spirit 

[ƻŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƳŜǘΦ .ǳǘΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

want to leave because of the cat and dog and 

the wife was not home so I did not want to 

leave right away. As a matter of fact, there 

was room for me on the bus, but I told another young lady to go with her children, I told her to 

go because I was not leaving. 

Well, the most difficult thing for me was leaving my dog and my cat. We stayed there a few 

days before people came out from Dog Rescue, or something like that they were called, and 

ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ to give 

ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎǊƛŜŘΦ L ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǳǇǎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ L 

even said that I would kill my dog and cat and bury them and then leave, I said. And then I sat in 

my truck and I cried and I cried and that lady came and said that they were not going to take 

them. Our daughter and our son said they would stay and look after them. 

Well, staying in the hotels, I did not like it because it felt like we were prisoners. I went to 

residential school and it even felt worse than that, staying in the hotels, because we felt like 

prisoners. There was security all around, 24 hours a day, and it just kept me on my toes. You 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǊound in the room, and just lie down put on the TV, watch TV, lie down. At least 

at home you could sit on your couch or love seat and just be relaxed and get up and have your 

ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ 

They could have found a place for us, right on the reserve. Just like she said before, like trailers 

or something, right at our yard, instead of moving us to the city. Even a farmhouse would have 

ōŜŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ .ǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ōƻǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǳǎΣ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅΣ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǎo far 

away home. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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WŜ ƳΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ /ƭŜƳŀƴŎŜ !ǎǎƛƴƛōƻƛƴŜΣ ŘŜ ƭŀ tǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ bŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ [ƻƴƎ tƭŀƛƴΦ WŜ ƳΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ 9ǳƴƛŎŜ 

Assiniboine, de la Première Nation de Long Plain. 

hƴ ƳΩŀ Řƛǘ ǉǳΩƛƭ fallait partir tout de suite et on nous a réunis au Spirit Lodge. Mais je ne voulais 

Ǉŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛǊ Ł ŎŀǳǎŜ Řǳ ŎƘŀǘ Ŝǘ Řǳ ŎƘƛŜƴ Ŝǘ Ƴŀ ŦŜƳƳŜ ƴΩŞǘŀƛǘ Ǉŀǎ Ł ƭŀ ƳŀƛǎƻƴΦ 5ƻƴŎΣ ƧŜ ƴŜ Ǿƻǳƭŀƛǎ 

Ǉŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛǊ ǘƻǳǘ ŘŜ ǎǳƛǘŜΦ 9ƴ ŦŀƛǘΣ ƛƭ ȅ ŀǾŀƛǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǇƻǳǊ Ƴƻƛ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩŀǳǘƻōǳǎΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ƧΩŀƛ Řƛǘ Ł ǳƴŜ 

jeune femme de partir avec ses enfants. Je lui ai cédé ma place parce que je ne voulais pas 

partir. 

Pour moi, le plus difficile était de laisser mon chat et mon chien. On est restés là quelques jours 

ƧǳǎǉǳΩŁ ŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ ƎŜƴǎ ŘŜ 5og Rescue ou quelque chose comme ça sont arrivés le samedi. Mais 

ƛƭǎ ƴΩƻƴǘ Ǉŀǎ ǇǊƛǎ ƴƻǘǊŜ ŎƘƛŜƴ Ŝǘ ƴƻǘǊŜ ŎƘŀǘΦ hƴ ƴΩŀ Ǉŀǎ Ǿƻǳƭǳ ƭŜǎ ƭŜǳǊ ŘƻƴƴŜǊ ŎŀǊ ƛƭǎ ƴƻǳǎ ƻƴǘ Řƛǘ 

ǉǳŜ ŎŜ ƴΩŞǘŀƛǘ Ǉŀǎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƛǊŜΣ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ƭŜǎ ŜƳƳŜƴŀƛŜƴǘ ǇƻǳǊ ŘŜ ōƻƴ Ŝǘ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ƭŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜǊŀƛŜƴǘ dans 

ŘŜǎ ŦƻȅŜǊǎ Ŝǘ ǉǳΩƻƴ ƴŜ ƭŜǎ ǊŜǾŜǊǊŀƛǘ ǇŀǎΦ !ƭƻǊǎ ƧŜ ƳŜ ǎǳƛǎ Ƴƛǎ Ł ǇƭŜǳǊŜǊΣ ƧΩŞǘŀƛǎ ǘŜƭƭŜƳŜƴǘ 

ŘŞǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŞ  ǉǳŜ ƧΩŀƛ ƳşƳŜ Řƛǘ ǉǳŜ ƧŜ ǇǊŞŦŞǊŀƛǎ ǘǳŜǊ Ƴƻƴ ŎƘƛŜƴ Ŝǘ Ƴƻƴ ŎƘŀǘ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǊŜǊΣ Ŝǘ 

Ǉǳƛǎ ƳΩŜƴ ŀƭƭŜǊΦ !ǇǊŝǎ ƧŜ ƳŜ ǎǳƛǎ ŀǎǎƛǎ ǎǳǊ Ƴƻƴ ŎŀƳƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ƧŜ ƴΩŀrrêtais pas de pleurer. Alors une 

ŦŜƳƳŜ ǎΩŜǎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŎƘŞŜ Ŝǘ ƳΩŀ Řƛǘ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ƴΩŀƭƭŀƛŜƴǘ Ǉŀǎ ƭŜǎ ŜƳƳŜƴŜǊΦ bƻǘǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜ Ŝǘ ƴƻǘǊŜ Ŧƛƭǎ ƻƴǘ 

Řƛǘ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǊŜǎǘŜǊŀƛŜƴǘ ǇƻǳǊ ǎΩƻŎŎǳǇŜǊ ŘΩŜǳȄΦ  

WŜ ƴΩŀƛ Ǉŀǎ ŀƛƳŞ ǊŜǎǘŜǊ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜǎ ƘƾǘŜƭǎ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƧΩŀǾŀƛǎ ƭΩƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŘΩşǘǊŜ Ŝƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΦ WΩŞǘŀƛǎ 

Řŀƴǎ ƭΩŞŎƻƭŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŜƭƭŜ ŀǳǘǊŜŦƻƛǎΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ǊŜǎǘŜǊ Řŀƴǎ ŎŜǎ ƘƾǘŜƭǎΣ ŎΩŞǘŀƛǘ ŜƴŎƻǊŜ ǇƛǊŜΦ hƴ ŀǾŀƛǘ 

ƭΩƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǉǳΩƻƴ Şǘŀƛǘ ǇǊƛǎƻƴƴƛŜǊǎ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳΩƻƴ Şǘŀƛǘ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŞǎ нп Ƙ ǎǳǊ нпΦ WΩŞǘŀƛǎ ǘƻǳƧƻǳǊǎ ǎǳǊ 

le qui-vive! 

Je ne pouvais pas marcher aǳǘƻǳǊ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎƘŀƳōǊŜ ŀƭƻǊǎ ƧŜ ƳΩŀƭƭƻƴƎŜŀƛǎ ŘŜǾŀƴǘ ƭŀ ǘŞƭŞΦ /ΩŜǎǘ ǘƻǳǘ 

ŎŜ ǉǳΩƛƭ ȅ ŀǾŀƛǘ Ł ŦŀƛǊŜΦ !ǳ Ƴƻƛƴǎ ŎƘŜȊ ƳƻƛΣ ƧŜ ǇƻǳǾŀƛǎ ƳΩŀǎǎƻƛǊ ǎǳǊ ƭŜ ǎƻŦŀ ƻǳ ƴΩƛƳǇƻǊǘŜ ƻǴ Ŝǘ ƳŜ 

relaxer, me lever, prendre un café, faire ce que je voulais. Mais ici, rien de tout ça.  

On aurait pu nous trouver un endroit sur la réserve, dans des remorques ou quelque chose du 

ƎŜƴǊŜΦ hƴ ŀǳǊŀƛǘ Ǉǳ ǎΩƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜǊ Řŀƴǎ ƴƻǘǊŜ ǇǊƻǇǊŜ ŎƻǳǊΦ !ǳ ƭƛŜǳ ŘŜ œŀΣ ƻƴ ƴƻǳǎ ŀ ŜƳƳŜƴŞǎ Ŝƴ 

ǾƛƭƭŜ ƳşƳŜ  ǳƴŜ ŦŜǊƳŜ ŀǳǊŀƛǘ ŞǘŞ Ǉƭǳǎ ǇǊƻŎƘŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǊŞǎŜǊǾŜΦ /ΩŜǎǘ ŎŜ ǉǳi nous a vraiment 

dérangés,  être si loin de chez nous. 
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Linda Bunn 

My name is Linda Bun, from Long Plain. 

I guess the most difficult part for me being a 

grandmother with all my grandchildren is moving to 

nine, nine hotels altogether. Nine, from here to there 

ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ 

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ 

you. That was the most frustrating, taking your 

ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳΣ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ άhƘ 

ƴƻΗέ ŀƴŘ L ǎŀȅΣ άbƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΣ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 

ƘƻǘŜƭΦέ  

Everybody was frustrated. There was nothing, tƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǘƘŀǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊƳ 

outside the kids would all run and look outside and they would look at the clouds and they 

were scared and there was a lot of bedwetting, a lot of misbehaviour. Until this day, my 

ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ ƴƻǿΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǳŘ ƴƻƛǎŜǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ²ƛƴƴƛǇŜƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ άhƘΣ ǘƻǊƴŀŘƻΗέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

the kids at ŀƭƭΣ ƴƻ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀŘΦ 

CǊƻƳ Řŀȅ ƻƴŜΣ LΩǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ L ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ /ǊƻǎǎΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 

because our kids need help. They were traumatized, and when there is something happening in 

ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƭƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΦ !ƴŘ L ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƪƛŘǎ ƳƛǎōŜƘŀǾƛƴƎ 

because they lost their home, their beds, their dogs, their toys, they lost everything. And then 

ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƘƻǘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜƘŀǾŜΦ !ǘ 

ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ ƛƴ ƘƻǘŜƭǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ²ƛƴƴƛǇŜƎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ 

place for them to play. 

A home for them in Winnipeg, a house for them for all of these children, I think it would have 

made such a big difference because a lot of these kids have Fetal Alcohol Effects (FAE), Fetal 

Alcohol Syndrome (FAS), and mental illness. It was really, really hard for the caregivers to take 

care of them. 
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I think that child counsellors should have stepped in, provide care for young moms, especially 

young moms who were frustrated because the kids were staying in a hotel and in their rooms 

ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƪƛŘǎ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘheir rooms. If they had something for the mothers, even 

crafts or beading and somebody to keep the kids, just for a couple of hours a day, that would 

have been so good for them to do that. The family members are so important, and the elders 

too. But most oŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜ ΨƳȅ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΩΦ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

WŜ ƳΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ [ƛƴŘŀ .ǳƴΣ ŘŜ ƭŀ tǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ bŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ [ƻƴƎ tƭŀƛƴΦ 

Pour moi, le plus difficile, comme grand-mère avec tous mes petits-ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎ ŀ ŞǘŞ ŘΩşǘǊŜ 

ŜƴǾƻȅŞŜ Řŀƴǎ ƴŜǳŦ ƘƾǘŜƭǎ Ŝƴ ǘƻǳǘΣ ƴŜǳŦΗ 5Ωǳƴ Ł ƭΩŀǳǘǊŜΣ ŘΩǳƴ Ł ƭΩŀǳǘǊŜ ǎŀƴǎ ǎŀǾƻƛǊ ƻǴ ƻƴ Ǿŀ ŀǇǊŝǎΣ 

ǎŀƴǎ ǎŀǾƻƛǊ ŎŜ ǉǳƛ ǎŜ ǇŀǎǎŜ ƴƛ ƻǴ ƻƴ Ǿŀ ƴƻǳǎ ŜƴǾƻȅŜǊΦ 4ŀ ŎΩŞǘŀƛǘ ƭŜ Ǉlus frustrant, toujours faire 

ǎŜǎ ōŀƎŀƎŜǎΣ ŘƛǊŜ ŀǳȄ ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎ ǉǳΩƻƴ ŘŞƳŞƴŀƎŜ ŜƴŎƻǊŜ ǳƴŜ ŦƻƛǎΦ Lƭǎ ŘƛǎŜƴǘ ζ hƘ ƴƻƴΗ η Ŝǘ Ƴƻƛ ƧŜ 

ǊŞǇƻƴŘǎ ζ hƴ ǎΩŜƴ Ǿŀ ǘƻǳǘ ŘŜ ǎǳƛǘŜΣ Ł ǳƴ ŀǳǘǊŜ ƘƾǘŜƭΦη  

¢ƻǳǘ ƭŜ ƳƻƴŘŜ Şǘŀƛǘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŞΦ Lƭ ƴΩȅ ŀǾŀƛǘ ǊƛŜƴΣ ŀǳŎǳƴ ŎŜǊŎƭŜ ŘŜ ǇŀǊǘŀƎŜ ǇŀǊce que les gens se 

retenaient, ils avaient peur. Quand il y avait un orage, les enfants couraient dehors et 

regardaient les nuages, ils avaient peur, beaucoup faisaient pipi au lit. Ils se comportaient mal 

ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ƴŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƴŀƛŜƴǘ ǇŀǎΦ  9ƴŎƻǊŜ ŀǳƧƻǳǊŘΩhui mon petit-fils qui a quatre ans a peur des 

bruits forts. Quand il était à Winnipeg, il y avait des avions qui passaient à côté et tout de suite 

ƭŜǎ ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎ ŎǊƻȅŀƛŜƴǘ ǉǳŜ ŎΩŞǘŀƛǘ ǳƴŜ ǘƻǊƴŀŘŜΦ hƴ ƴΩŀ Ŝǳ ŀǳŎǳƴŜ ŀƛŘŜ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜǎ ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎΣ ŀǳŎǳƴ 

spécialiste en ǘǊŀǳƳŀǘƛǎƳŜ ƴΩŜǎǘ ǾŜƴǳ ƭŜǳǊ ǇŀǊƭŜǊΦ /ΩŜǎǘ ǾǊŀƛƳŜƴǘ ǘǊƛǎǘŜΦ   

5ŜǇǳƛǎ ƭŜ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ƧƻǳǊΣ ƧΩŀƛ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŞ ŀǳ ŎƘŜŦ Ŝǘ ŀǳ /ƻƴǎŜƛƭΣ ƧΩŀƛ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŞ Ł ƭŀ /ǊƻƛȄ-wƻǳƎŜΣ ƧΩŀƛ 

ŘŜƳŀƴŘŞ ŀǳȄ ƎŜƴǎΣ ƴƻǎ ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎ ƻƴǘ ōŜǎƻƛƴ ŘΩŀƛŘŜΦ Lƭǎ ƻƴǘ ŞǘŞ ǘǊŀǳƳŀǘƛǎŞǎΦ vǳŀƴŘ ǉǳŜƭǉǳŜ 

chose arrive dans la société blanche, il y a des psychologues, des conseillers et tout ça. Mais 

ƴƻǳǎ ƻƴ ƴΩŀ Ǉŀǎ œŀΣ ƻƴ ƴΩŀ ǊƛŜƴ Ŝǳ ƧǳǎǉǳΩƛŎƛΦ /ΩŜǎǘ ǇƻǳǊ œŀ ǉǳŜ ǘŜƭƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŘΩŜƴŦŀƴǘǎ ǎŜ ŎƻƴŘǳƛǎŜƴǘ 

mal, ils ont perdu leur maison, leur lit, leurs chiens, leurs jouets, ils ƻƴǘ ǘƻǳǘ ǇŜǊŘǳΗ  9ǘ Ǉǳƛǎ ŎΩŜǎǘ 

ōƛȊŀǊǊŜ ǇƻǳǊ ŜǳȄ ŘŜ ǊŜǎǘŜǊ Řŀƴǎ ǳƴ ƘƾǘŜƭ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƳŀƴƎŜǊ ŘŜǎ ŀƭƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ƴŜ ŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŜƴǘ Ǉŀǎ Ŝǘ 

ŘŜ ŘŜǾƻƛǊ ōƛŜƴ ǎŜ ŎƻƴŘǳƛǊŜΦ  Lƭǎ ŘŜǾǊŀƛŜƴǘ şǘǊŜ ŎƘŜȊ ŜǳȄ Ŝǘ ƧƻǳŜǊ ŘŜƘƻǊǎΦ " ƭΩƘƾǘŜƭΣ ƛƭǎ ƴŜ ǇŜǳǾŜƴǘ 

pas faire ça, surtout à WinnƛǇŜƎΦ Lƭǎ ƴΩƻƴǘ ŀǳŎǳƴ ŜƴŘǊƻƛǘ ƻǴ ŀƭƭŜǊ ƧƻǳŜǊΦ  

{Ωƛƭ ȅ ŀǾŀƛǘ ǳƴ ŦƻȅŜǊ Ł ²ƛƴƴƛǇŜƎ ǇƻǳǊ ǘƻǳǎ ŎŜǎ ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎΣ œŀ ŦŜǊŀƛǘ ǘƻǳǘŜ ƭŀ ŘƛŦŦŞǊŜƴŎŜ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳŜ 

ōŜŀǳŎƻǳǇ ŘŜ ŎŜǎ ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎ ǎƻǳŦŦǊŜƴǘ ŘΩŜŦŦŜǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩŀƭŎƻƻƭƛǎƳŜ ŦǆǘŀƭΣ Řǳ ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜ ŘΩŀƭŎƻƻƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ 

ŦǆǘŀƭΣ ŘŜ ƳŀƭŀŘƛŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭŜΣ Ŝǘ ŎΩŞǘŀƛǘ ǾǊŀƛƳŜƴǘ ŘǳǊ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜǎ ǎƻƛƎƴŀƴǘŜǎ ŘŜ ǎΩŜƴ 

occuper.   
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hƴ ŀǳǊŀƛǘ ŘǶ ŀǾƻƛǊ ƭΩŀƛŘŜ ŘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƛƭƭŜǊǎ Ł ƭŀ ŦŀƳƛƭƭŜ ǇƻǳǊ ǎΩƻŎŎǳǇŜǊ ŘŜǎ ƧŜǳƴŜǎ ƳŀƳŀƴǎΣ ǎǳǊǘƻǳǘ 

ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ ƧŜǳƴŜǎ ƳŝǊŜǎ ŞǘŀƛŜƴǘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŞŜǎ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǳǊǎ ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎ ǊŜǎǘŜƴǘ Ł ƭΩƘƾǘel, enfermés dans 

ǳƴŜ ŎƘŀƳōǊŜ ŘΩƘƾǘŜƭΦ hƴ ƴŜ ǇŜǳǘ Ǉŀǎ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜǊ ŘŜǎ ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎ Řŀƴǎ ǳƴŜ ŎƘŀƳōǊŜΦ {ƛ ƻƴ ŀǾŀƛǘ ŀǳ 

Ƴƻƛƴǎ ŘƻƴƴŞ ǉǳŜƭǉǳŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ ŀǳȄ ƳŝǊŜǎΣ ŎƻƳƳŜ Řǳ ōǊƛŎƻƭŀƎŜΣ Řǳ ǇŜǊƭŀƎŜ ƻǳ ǎƛ ǉǳŜƭǉǳΩǳƴ Şǘŀƛǘ 

venu garder les enfants quelques heures par jour, ça nous aurait beaucoup aidés. Les membres 

de la famille sont très importants et les aînés aussi. Mais avant tout, les enfants sont tellement 

importants, ils sont toute ma vie.  
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Trudy Hobson 

IƛΣ LΩƳ ¢ǊǳŘȅ IƻōǎƻƴΣ LΩƳ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻƴƎ tƭŀƛƴ CƛǊǎǘ 

Nation, the Tornado Coordinator representing the 

Long Plain evacuees. 

All of a sudden I was working for Long Plain 

Carpentry, and then all of a sudden they pulled me 

out of there to go to Long Plain and represent the 

evacuees. All of a sudden my job description was 

different, and you know, at first, I kind of panicked 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΦ .ǳǘ ƴƻǿ LΩƳ 

really solid with it. 

The hardest part is the people. I know their frustrations, but I try and tell them we have to do 

your house first before you move back. But some of the people are not satisfied, but what 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ŘƻΚ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ Ƙǳƴƪȅ ŘƻǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

houses are beautiful. They are renovated, but most of them, the majority of them are home 

ƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘŜƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

There was a limit of carpenters right? So we had to get outside people to come in like the 

registration people at Denver, and Service Master. And then outside contractors coming in, 

doing the roofs right away. It should have been done faster, but it just takes time. There were 

over a 100 houses that got destroyed. 

¢ƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎƛȄΣ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŀŎǳŜŜǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΣ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩs hard. Then the storms that are coming, and the 

ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ōŀŎƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘƛƎƘǘ ǘƛƳŜŦǊŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ Ǝƻǘ ƘŜƭŘ 

back. Then the roads ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ǎƛǘŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 

months. If it was to happen again, we should be organized early for the next storm ς I know 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƻǊƎanized, 

get ready for the next storm. 

Well, my experience with this is this. I learned lots from it and I can relate to how the evacuees 

ŦŜŜƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΣ ōǳǘΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǎƻƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƘǳǊǘŦǳƭ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀy. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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.ƻƴƧƻǳǊΣ ƧŜ ƳΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ ¢ǊǳŘȅ IƻōǎƻƴΦ WŜ ǎǳƛǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ tǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ bŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ [ƻƴƎ tƭŀƛƴ Ŝǘ ƧŜ ǎǳƛǎ ƭŀ 

coordonnatrice de la gestion des tornades pour les personnes évacuées de Long Plain. 

WŜ ǘǊŀǾŀƛƭƭŀƛǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ƳŜƴǳƛǎŜǊƛŜ ǉǳŀƴŘ ǎƻǳŘŀƛƴ ƻƴ ƳΩŀ ŜƴǾƻȅŞŜ Ł [ƻƴƎ tƭŀƛƴ ǇƻǳǊ ǊŜǇǊŞǎŜƴǘŜǊ 

ƭŜǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜǎ ŞǾŀŎǳŞŜǎΤ ŘƻƴŎ ǘƻǳǘ ŘΩǳƴ ŎƻǳǇ Ƴŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŘΩŜƳǇƭƻƛ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŞ Ŝǘ ŀǳ ŘŞōǳǘΣ ƧΩŀƛ 

ǇŀƴƛǉǳŞ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƧŜ ƴŜ ǎŀǾŀƛǎ Ǉŀǎ Ł ǉǳƻƛ ƳΩŀǘǘŜƴŘǊŜΦ aŀƛǎ Ƴŀƛƴtenant je connais bien mon 

rôle. 

[Ŝ Ǉƭǳǎ ŘǳǊΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ƭŜǎ ƎŜƴǎΣ ƧŜ ǎŀƛǎ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǎƻƴǘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŞǎΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ƧΩŜǎǎŀƛŜ ŘŜ ƭŜǳǊ ŘƛǊŜ ǉǳΩƛƭ Ŧŀǳǘ 

ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳƛǊŜ ƭŜǳǊ Ƴŀƛǎƻƴ ŀǾŀƴǘ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǇǳƛǎǎŜƴǘ ȅ ǊŜǘƻǳǊƴŜǊΦ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴǎ ƴŜ ǎƻƴǘ Ǉŀǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎΣ Ƴŀƛǎ 

ǉǳΩŜǎǘ-ŎŜ ǉǳΩƻƴ ǇŜǳǘ ŦŀƛǊŜΚ !Ǿŀƴǘ ƭŀ ǘƻǊƴŀŘŜΣ ƭŜǎ Ƴŀƛǎƻƴǎ ƴΩŞǘŀƛŜƴǘ Ǉŀǎ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜǎΣ Ƴŀƛǎ 

maintenant elles sont vraiment bien, elles sont rénovées. La plupart des gens sont rentrés chez 

ŜǳȄ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴǘΣ ƛƭ ƴΩȅ ŀ ǉǳŜ ŘƛȄ ŦŀƳƛƭƭŜǎ ǉǳƛ ƴŜ ǎƻƴǘ Ǉŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǊŜ ǊŜƴǘǊŞŜǎΦ  

bƻǳǎ ƴΩŀǾƛƻƴǎ Ǉŀǎ ŀǎǎŜȊ ŘŜ ƳŜƴǳƛǎƛŜǊǎ ŀƭƻǊǎ ƻƴ ŀ ŘǶ ŀƭƭŜǊ Ŝƴ ŎƘŜǊŎƘŜǊ Ł ƭΩŜȄǘŞǊƛŜǳǊΣ ƻƴ ŀ Ŧŀƛǘ 

ǾŜƴƛǊ ŘŜǎ ƎŜƴǎ ŘŜ ŎƘŜȊ 5ŜƴǾŜǊΣ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΣ Ŝǘ Ǉǳƛǎ ŘŜǎ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎ ŘŜ ƭΩŜȄǘŞǊƛŜǳǊ ǎƻƴǘ 

venus. Ils ont fait les toitures tout de suite, mais il aurait fallu aller encore plus vite. Mais ça 

prend du temps bien sûr; plus de 100 maisons ont été détruites. 

Les six ou sept derniers mois, nous avons essayé de renvoyer toutes les personnes évacuées 

ŎƘŜȊ ŜƭƭŜǎΦ 4ΩŜǎǘ Ǉŀǎ ŦŀŎƛƭŜ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳΩƻƴ Ŧŀƛǘ ƭŜǎ ǊŞƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ƛƭ ȅ ŀ ŘŜǎ ƻǊŀƎŜǎ Ŝǘ ƛƭ ȅ a eu des 

tempêtes en hiver et tout ça retarde les travaux.  On ne peut pas faire rentrer les gens comme 

on voudrait à cause des orages. On a des délais serrés pour faire rentrer les gens chez eux, mais 

on a pris du retard. Les routes sont fermées, on ne peǳǘ Ǉŀǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǊ ƧǳǎǉǳΩŀǳ ŎƘŀƴǘƛŜǊΣ œŀ ŀ ŞǘŞ 

ǘǊŝǎ ǇŞƴƛōƭŜ ŎŜǎ ŘŜǊƴƛŜǊǎ ƳƻƛǎΦ {ƛ ƻƴ Ŝǎǘ ŦǊŀǇǇŞ ǇŀǊ ǳƴŜ ŀǳǘǊŜ ǘƻǊƴŀŘŜΣ ƻƴ ŘŜǾǊŀƛǘ ǎΩƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊ 

Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƾǘΦ WŜ ǎŀƛǎ ǉǳΩƛƭ ȅ ŀǳǊŀ ōŜŀǳŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŀǳǘǊŜǎ ƻǊŀƎŜǎΣ ŘƻƴŎ ƴƻǳǎ ŘŜǾƻƴǎ ƴƻǳǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜǊ Ŝǘ ōƛŜƴ 

ǎΩƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊ Ŝƴ ǇǊŞǇŀǊation pour le prochain.   

WΩŀƛ ōŜŀǳŎƻǳǇ ŀǇǇǊƛǎ Řŀƴǎ ŎŜǘǘŜ ŞǇǊŜǳǾŜ Ŝǘ ƧŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƴŘǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǎŜ ǎŜƴǘŜƴǘ ƭŜǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜǎ 

ŞǾŀŎǳŞŜǎ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƧŜ ƭŜǳǊ ŀƛ ǇŀǊƭŞ ǘƻǳǎ ƭŜǎ ƧƻǳǊǎΦ WΩŜǎǇŝǊŜ ǎŜǳƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ ƎŜƴǎ ǊŜƴǘǊŜƴǘ 

ōƛŜƴǘƾǘ ŎƘŜȊ ŜǳȄΦ /ΩŜǎǘ ǉǳŜƭǉǳŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ ŘŜ ǘǊŝǎ ŘƻǳƭƻǳǊŜǳȄΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ǘƻǳǘ ŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƧŜ ǇŜǳȄ ŘƛǊŜΦ  
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Liz Merrick 

aȅ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ [ƛȊ aŜǊǊƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŀ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƻǊ ŦƻǊ 

Long Plain First Nation in Manitoba. 

The most difficult thing for me as a leader in my 

community was just watching all the people that really 

felt that they had nowhere to go because their homes 

were all damaged, some of them beyond repair. They 

had to rebuild, and I was just trying to be supportive of 

them, in what they were trying to do and being there 

and meeting with them in a timely manner. 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƭƻŀŘΦ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ 

each one of us has to carry a load it becomes really ƘŜŀǾȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ 

the whole load. So in that way we need to have more involvement at that level I guess. And, 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŦƛƴŘ ƘŀǊŘΦ LΩƳ ŀ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦ LΩƭƭ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƎŜǘ ŘƻƴŜΣ 

ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ƘŜǊŜ LΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎŜŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ  

As a Council, one of the things we were talking about was cancelling the event and stuff. And 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ 5ŀȅΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ tƻǿ²ƻǿΦ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άbƻΣ L 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ 5ŀȅέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ϸр ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ, and we have a 

barbeque and the kids get to play on all these inflatable toys outside and everyone comes to 

eat and we give them twenty bucks as well from our Land Annuity Table. It ended up that for 

ǘƘŜ tƻǿ²ƻǿ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊōƻǳǊ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

postpone the Treaty Day. So it became more of a tribe event and everybody came and stayed a 

little longer than they normally do. And everyone got fed and ate, so it was more of getting 

back to normal for our community. 

One of the things we could have done as a community was to have a tornado coordinator, 

which we ended up doing a few months down the road. But at the beginning we just had our 

Fire Chief who was involved in most of our community events like any fires and funerals and 

whatever like that. So, he took on that major role and then one of the things that we needed 

was delegating. I guess the Chief was one of the main people at the beginning, but if we had a 

group of people, the work would have been a little more spread out, because I think he got 

burnt out. Over July, August, September, I think it was in September when he gave up that role.  
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L ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎǳǊǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ 

leader in our community. Hindsight is 20/20 right? All these things you would have done 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ŀ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜŘ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ 

would work with everybody and made sure things got done: somebody in finance; somebody in 

transportation; somebody in medical. And the counselling area which we were lacking in this 

ŀǊŜŀΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mon nom anglais est Liz Merrick et je suis conseillère de la Première Nation de Long Plain au 

Manitoba. 

En tant que chef de ma communauté, le plus difficile, pour moi, a été de voir les gens qui 

ƴΩŀǾŀƛŜƴǘ ƴǳƭƭŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻǴ ŀƭƭŜǊ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǳǊǎ Ƴŀƛǎƻƴǎ ƻƴǘ ǘƻǳǘŜǎ ŞǘŞ ŜƴŘƻƳƳŀƎŞŜǎΦ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴŜǎ 

étaient irréǇŀǊŀōƭŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǾŀƛŜƴǘ şǘǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳƛǘŜǎΦ WΩŀƛ ƧǳǎǘŜ ŜǎǎŀȅŞ ŘŜ ƭŜǳǊ ǾŜƴƛǊ Ŝƴ ŀƛŘŜΣ ŘŜ ƭŜǎ 

ǊŜƴŎƻƴǘǊŜǊΣ ŘΩşǘǊŜ ƭŁ ǇƻǳǊ ŜǳȄ ǉǳŀƴŘ ƛƭǎ ŀǾŀƛŜƴǘ ōŜǎƻƛƴ ŘŜ ƳƻƛΦ 

/ΩŜǎǘ ǳƴŜ ƭƻǳǊŘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ bƻǳǎ ǎƻƳƳŜǎ Ŏƛƴǉ ŀǳ /ƻƴǎŜƛƭΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ǎƛ ƻƴ ƴΩŜǎǘ ǉǳŜ ŘŜǳȄ Ł ǘƻǳǘ ŦŀƛǊŜΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ǘǊŝs 

difficile. À ce niveau, il nous faudrait du renfort. Je trouve ça dur parce que je suis serviable, je fais tout 

ŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƧŜ ǇŜǳȄ Ŝǘ ƧΩŀƛ Ŧŀƛǘ Ƴƻƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŎŜǎ ŘŜǊƴƛŜǊǎ Ƴƻƛǎ ǇƻǳǊ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ ŎƘƻǎŜǎ ŀǾŀƴŎŜƴǘΣ ǇƻǳǊ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ 

familles puissent retourner chez elles. {ƛ ƭŜǎ ƎŜƴǎ ƻƴǘ ŘŜǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƧŜ Ǿŀƛǎ ƳΩƛƴŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜǳǊ ŘƻƴƴŜǊ 

ǳƴŜ ǊŞǇƻƴǎŜΦ /ΩŜǎǘ œŀ ŎƻƳƳŜ ǉǳŜ ƧŜ Ǿƻƛǎ Ƴƻƴ ǊƾƭŜΣ Ŝǘ ŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƧΩŜǎǎŀƛŜ ŘŜ ŦŀƛǊŜΦ 

!ǳ /ƻƴǎŜƛƭΣ ƻƴ ǇŀǊƭŀƛǘ ŘΩŀƴƴǳƭŜǊ ƭŜ WƻǳǊ  Řǳ ¢ǊŀƛǘŞ Ŝǘ ƴƻǘǊŜ tƻǿ-²ƻǿΣ Ƴŀƛǎ Ƴƻƛ ƧΩŀƛ Řƛǘ Υ ζ bƻƴΣ 

nous devrions célébrer le Jour du Traité ». Les gens reçoivent 5 dollars du gouvernement, on 

fait un barbecue et les enfants jouent dehors avec des jouets gonflables. Les gens viennent 

ƳŀƴƎŜǊ Ŝǘ ƻƴ ƭŜǳǊ ŘƻƴƴŜ ŀǳǎǎƛ нл ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ŘŜ ƴƻǘǊŜ ǊŜƴǘŜ ŀƴƴǳŜƭƭŜΦ aŀƛǎ ƻƴ ƴΩŞǘŀƛǘ Ǉŀs prêts à 

temps pour le Pow-²ƻǿ ŀƭƻǊǎ ƻƴ ƭΩŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŞΦ [Ŝ tƻǿ-²ƻǿ ŀ ŞǘŞ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŞΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ƻƴ ƴΩŀ Ǉŀǎ 

reporté le Jour du Traité. Donc ça été plutôt une fête communautaire, tout le monde est venu 

Ŝǘ Ŝǎǘ ǊŜǎǘŞ Ǉƭǳǎ ƭƻƴƎǘŜƳǇǎ ǉǳŜ ŘΩƘŀōƛǘǳŘŜΦ ¢ƻǳǎ ƭŜǎ ƎŜƴǎ ƻƴǘ ƳŀƴƎŞ Ŝǘ ǘƻǳǘ œŀΣ ŎΩŞǘŀƛǘ ŎƻƳƳŜ 

si tout reprenait son cours normal dans la communauté. 

Si on avait pu prévoir cette tornade, on aurait désigné un coordonnateur pour gérer la 

ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 5ΩŀƛƭƭŜǳǊǎ ƻƴ ŀ Ŧƛƴƛ ǇŀǊ Ŝƴ ƴƻƳƳŜǊ ǳƴ ǉǳŜƭǉǳŜǎ Ƴƻƛǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘŀǊŘΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ŀǳ ŘŞōǳǘ on 

ƴΩŀǾŀƛǘ ǉǳŜ ƭŜ ŎƘŜŦ Řǳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘŜǎ ƛƴŎŜƴŘƛŜǎ ŘŜ ƴƻǘǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŞΣ ǉǳƛ Şǘŀƛǘ ǎǳǊǘƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŞ ŘŜǎ 

incendies, des funérailles et autres responsabilités de ce genre. Donc il a joué un grand rôle et il 

ŀ ŘŞƭŞƎǳŞ ŘŜǎ ǘŃŎƘŜǎ Ł ǉǳŜƭǉǳΩǳƴ ŘΩŀǳǘǊŜΦ WŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ǉǳΩŀǳ ŘŞōǳǘ ƭŜǎ ŘŜǳȄ ǎΩƻŎŎǳǇŀƛŜƴǘ ŘŜ ǘƻǳǘ 

ŀƭƻǊǎ ǉǳŜ ǎƛ ƻƴ ŀǾŀƛǘ Ŝǳ ƭΩŀƛŘŜ ŘΩǳƴ ƎǊƻǳǇŜ ŘŜ ƎŜƴǎΣ œŀ ƴƻǳǎ ŀǳǊŀƛǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŞ ƭŜ ǘǊŀǾŀƛƭΦ tŀǊŎŜ ǉǳŜ 

ǇŀǊ ƭŀ ǎǳƛǘŜΣ ƛƭ ŀ ǎƻǳŦŦŜǊǘ ŘΩŞǇǳƛǎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀǳ ŎƻǳǊǎ ŘŜǎ Ƴƻƛǎ ŘŜ ƧǳƛƭƭŜǘΣ ŀƻǶǘΣ ǎŜǇǘŜƳōǊŜΣ Ŝǘ ƧŜ ŎǊƻƛǎ 

ǉǳŜ ŎΩŜǎǘ Ŝƴ ǎŜǇǘŜƳōǊŜ ǉǳΩƛƭ ŀ ŘŞƳƛǎǎƛƻƴƴŞΦ  
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tƻǳǊ ƳƻƛΣ Ŝƴ ǘŀƴǘ ǉǳΩǳƴ ŎƘŜŦ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŞ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŀ ǇǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ ŦƻƛǎΣ ŎŜǘǘŜ ŜȄǇŞǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀ ŞǘŞ 

ǳƴŜ ǾŞǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ŎƻǳǊōŜ ŘΩŀǇǇǊŜƴǘƛǎǎŀƎŜΦ .ƛŜƴ ǎǶǊΣ ǎƛ ƻƴ ŀǾŀƛǘ Ǉǳ ǇǊŞǾƻƛǊΣ ƻƴ ǎΩŜƴ ǎŜǊŀƛǘ ƳƛŜǳȄ 

ǎƻǊǘƛǎΦ hƴ ŀǳǊŀƛǘ Ǉǳ ǎΩȅ ǇǊŜƴŘǊŜ ŀǳǘǊŜƳŜƴt si on avait travaillé en équipe, mais pour une seule 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜ ŎΩŜǎǘ ǘǊƻǇΦ {ƛ ƻƴ ŀǾŀƛǘ ŦƻǊƳŞ ǳƴŜ ŞǉǳƛǇŜΣ ŎƘŀŎǳƴ ŀǳǊŀƛǘ ǇǊƛǎ Ŝƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƭŜǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ƻǳ 

les transports ou les services médicaux sans oublier le soutien psychologique qui nous vraiment 

fait défaut. 
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Kathryn Dawn Myron 

My name is Kathryn Dawn Myron, I am from Long 

Plain First Nation. My First Nations name means 

Eagle Woman. 

I think the most difficult part of it is, trying to 

continue being normal, trying to maintain some kind 

of balance with your family and making sure that you 

reassure them. I think the hardest part is not knowing 

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ  ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪ-

to-week or day-to-ŘŀȅΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭŀŎk of 

communication between the Red Cross and with the communities that have suffered through 

this event. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀΣ ȅƻǳΩǊe forced to be with people from different 

ethnic backgrounds. I found that there was a lot of racism. That was the hardest for me. 

You have to learn to live a different way totally, and it has to be within 24 hours. I was used to 

having that freedom at homŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƳǳǎƛŎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ŀ 5W ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ 

I can turn it up really loud. But then going to a hotel where you have someone right next door 

and the walls are really thin, then it gives you a lot of limitations in life. And then, you have 

security, Red Cross, which is wonderful, they supply security. It helps with any establishment 

that they are putting any evacuees in. It helps the establishment feel safe; the hotel feels safe if 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴȅ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ .ǳǘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ 

ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳΣ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΣ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƧŀƛƭΦ   

I think the hardest part was being moved right before Christmas. We were told that we had to 

leave the hotel in Winnipeg on December 23rd, which was very hard. We had already lost 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΤ ǿŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƭƻǎǘ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƭƻǎǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΤ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǳƴƛǘΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ōŜŦore 

Christmas, how do you make that Christmas really special for your children? You have two days 

to take down your tree, take down your ornaments, put away the gifts, pack them up and then 

move to another hotel. 
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Anyone that is going through what my familȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƘƻǇŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

ƘŀǊŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ƘƻǇŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

go to next. But ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ƘƻǇŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘǊȅƛƴƎΣ ƪŜŜǇ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ 

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

WŜ ƳΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ 5ŀǿƴ aȅǊƻƴ Ŝǘ ƧŜ ǎǳƛǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ tǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ bŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ [ƻƴƎ tƭŀƛƴΦ aƻƴ ƴƻƳ 

autochtone veut dire « femme aigle ». 

WŜ ŎǊƻƛǎ ǉǳŜ ƭŜ Ǉƭǳǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎƛƭŜΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ŘŜ ŦŀƛǊŜ ŎƻƳƳŜ ǎƛ ǘƻǳǘ Şǘŀƛǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΣ ŘΩŜǎǎŀȅŜǊ ŘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜǊ ǳƴ 

certain équilibre avec la famille et de rassurer notre famille. Le plus dur est de ne pas savoir ce 

ǉǳƛ ƴƻǳǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘΣ ƻǴ ƻƴ Ǿŀ şǘǊŜ ŜƴǾƻȅŞ Ŝǘ ŎŜ ǉǳƛ Ǿŀ ǎŜ ǇŀǎǎŜǊ ŘΩǳƴ ƧƻǳǊ Ł ƭΩŀǳǘǊŜ ƻǳ ŘΩǳƴŜ 

ǎŜƳŀƛƴŜ Ł ƭΩŀǳǘǊŜΦ WŜ ǘǊƻǳǾŜ ǉǳΩƛƭ ȅ ŀ ǳƴ manque de communication entre la Croix-Rouge et les 

communautés qui ont vécu cette épreuve. 

vǳŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ǿƛǘ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŞ ŘΩǳƴŜ tǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ bŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƛ ƻƴ Ŝǎǘ ƛǎƻƭŞΣ ƻƴ ǊŜǎǘŜ ŜƴǘǊŜ ƴƻǳǎΣ 

ŀƭƻǊǎ ǉǳŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ŝǎǘ ƻōƭƛƎŞ ŘΩŀƭƭŜǊ ŀƛƭƭŜǳǊǎ Ŝǘ ŘΩşǘǊŜ ŀǾŜŎ ŘŜǎ ƎŜƴǎ ŘΩƻǊigines ethniques 

ŘƛŦŦŞǊŜƴǘŜǎΣ ƻƴ Ŝǎǘ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŞ ŀǳ ǊŀŎƛǎƳŜΦ /ΩŜǎǘ ŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƧΩŀƛ ǘǊƻǳǾŞ ŘŜ Ǉƭǳǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎƛƭŜΦ  

En 24 heures, il faut complètement changer ses habitudes. Chez moi, je pouvais écouter ma 

ƳǳǎƛǉǳŜ ǉǳŀƴŘ ƧŜ Ǿƻǳƭŀƛǎ ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳŜ ƧŜ ǎǳƛǎ 5W Ŝǘ ƧΩŀŘƻǊŜ ƭŀ ƳǳǎƛǉǳŜΦ WŜ ǇƻǳǾŀƛǎ ƳƻƴǘŜǊ ƭŜ 

ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ǘŀƴǘ ǉǳŜ ƧŜ ǾƻǳƭŀƛǎΦ aŀƛǎ Ł ƭΩƘƾǘŜƭΣ ǉǳŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǉǳŜƭǉǳΩǳƴ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ŎƘŀmbre à côté et que 

ƭŜǎ ƳǳǊǎ ǎƻƴǘ ǘǊŝǎ ƳƛƴŎŜǎΣ ƻƴ ƴŜ ǇŜǳǘ Ǉŀǎ ŦŀƛǊŜ ŎŜ ǉǳΩƻƴ ǾŜǳǘΦ tǳƛǎ ƛƭ ȅ ŀ ƭŜ ǇǊƻōƭŝƳŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ 

sécurité : la Croix-wƻǳƎŜ Ŝǎǘ ŦƻǊƳƛŘŀōƭŜΣ ƛƭǎ ŀǎǎǳǊŜƴǘ ƴƻǘǊŜ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞΣ ƛƭǎ ǎΩƻŎŎǳǇŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƴƻǘǊŜ 

ŞǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƭǎ ǎΩŀǎǎǳǊŜƴǘ ǉǳŜ ƭΩƘƾǘŜƭ Ŝǎǘ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŀƛǊŜ Ŝǘ ǘƻǳǘ œŀΦ aŀƛǎ ƴƻǳǎΣ ƻƴ ƴΩŜǎǘ Ǉŀǎ ƘŀōƛǘǳŞǎ 

Ł şǘǊŜ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŞǎΣ Ł ŀǾƻƛǊ ǉǳŜƭǉǳΩǳƴ ǉǳƛ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜ ǉǳŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǎƻǊǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎƘŀƳōǊŜΣ ǉǳƛ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŜ ƴƻǎ 

allées venues. Franchement, on se sent comme en prison.   

[Ŝ Ǉƭǳǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎƛƭŜΣ ƧŜ ŎǊƻƛǎΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ǉǳΩƻƴ ƴƻǳǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŞǎ ŘΩƘƾǘŜƭ ƧǳǎǘŜ ŀǾŀƴǘ bƻšLΦ hƴ ƴƻǳǎ ŀ Řƛǘ 

ǉǳΩƻƴ ŘŜǾŀƛǘ ǉǳƛǘǘŜǊ ƭΩƘƾǘŜƭ Ł ²ƛƴƴƛǇŜƎ ƭŜ но ŘŞŎŜƳōǊŜΣ Ŝǘ œŀ ŎΩŞǘŀƛǘ ǘǊŝǎ ŘǳǊΦ 5ŞƧŁΣ ƻƴ ŀǾŀƛǘ ǘƻǳǘ 

perdu, nos vêtements, toutes nos affaires; mais au moins on essayait de rester soudés, en 

famille. Alors quand ƻƴ ƴƻǳǎ ŀ ŀƴƴƻƴŎŞ ǉǳΩƻƴ ŘŜǾŀƛǘ ǇŀǊǘƛǊ ŘŜǳȄ ƧƻǳǊǎ ŀǾŀƴǘ bƻšƭΣ ƛƭ ŀ Ŧŀƭƭǳ 

enlever les décorations, démonter notre arbre de Noël, retirer tous les cadeaux, les emballer et 

tout emporter dans un autre hôtel. Comment faire la fête de Noël spéciale pour les enfants?  
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À tous ceux qui connaissent les épreuves que ma famille et moi avons vécues, je veux leur dire 

ŘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜǊ ƭΩŜǎǇƻƛǊΣ ŘŜ ƴŜ Ǉŀǎ ǎŜ ŘŞŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǊΦ vǳŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ǿƛǘ ŘŜǎ ŎƘƻǎŜǎ ǇŀǊŜƛƭƭŜǎΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ǘǊŝǎ ŘǳǊ 

ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳΩƻƴ ŀ ǘƻǳǘ ǇŜǊŘǳΣ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŜǊŘǳ ƭΩŜǎǇƻƛǊΣ ƻƴ ƴŜ ǎŀƛǘ pas où on va nous envoyer. Mais il ne 

Ŧŀǳǘ Ǉŀǎ ǎŜ ŘŞŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǊΣ ƛƭ Ŧŀǳǘ ǘŜƴƛǊ ōƻƴΣ ŀƛƳŜǊ ǎŀ ŦŀƳƛƭƭŜ  ǇŀǊŎŜ ǉǳŜ ŎΩŜǎǘ œŀ ǉǳƛ Ŝǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΤ 

ƳşƳŜ ǎƛ ƻƴ ŀ ǘƻǳǘ ǇŜǊŘǳΣ ǎƛ ƻƴ Ŝǎǘ ŜƴǘƻǳǊŞ ŘŜ ŎŜǳȄ ǉǳΩƻƴ ŀƛƳŜΣ ŎΩŜǎǘ ƭŀ ǎŜǳƭŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǉǳƛ ŎƻƳǇǘŜΦ   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



29 
 

Eskasoni First Nation, NS 

 

On Oct 10th, 2016, the Eskasoni First Nation declared a state of emergency as Hurricane 

Matthew brought high winds and 227 millimeters of rain that flooded over 100 homes, and 

overflowed main roads and bridges. The community experienced two and a half days without 

power, and a precautionary boil water advisory was put in place. Only a few homes and 

buildings, including the RCMP station in Eskasoni, required evacuation. Two and a half days 

after the flash flooding, power was restored and most residents were able to return to their 

homes. 

 

[Ŝ мл ƻŎǘƻōǊŜ нлмсΣ ƭŀ tǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ bŀǘƛƻƴ ŘΩ9ǎƪŀǎƻƴƛ ŀ ŘŞŎƭŀǊŞ ƭΩŞǘŀǘ ŘΩǳǊƎŜƴŎŜ ŀǇǊŝǎ ƭŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ 

ŘŜ ƭΩƻǳǊŀƎŀƴ IǳǊǊǊƛŎŀƴŜ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ Υ ŘŜǎ ǾŜƴǘǎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘǎ ƻƴǘ ŦǊŀǇǇŞ ƭŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŞ Ŝǘ ннт 

millimètres de pluie ont inondé plus de 200 maisons et submergé les routes principales et les 

ǇƻƴǘǎΦ tŜƴŘŀƴǘ ŘŜǳȄ ƧƻǳǊǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜƳƛΣ ƭŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŞ ŀ ŞǘŞ ǇǊƛǾŞŜ ŘΩŞƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘŞ Ŝǘ ǳƴ ŀǾƛǎ ǇǊŞǾŜƴǘƛŦ 

ŘΩŞōǳƭƭƛǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭΩŜŀǳ ŀ ŞǘŞ ŞƳƛǎΦ {ŜǳƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǉǳŜƭǉǳŜǎ Ƴŀƛǎƻƴǎ Ŝǘ ōŃǘƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƴƻǘŀƳƳŜƴǘ ƭŜ 

poste de la GRC, ont dû être évacués. Deux jours et demi après cette crue soudaine, le courant 

a été rétabli et la plupart des résidents ont pu retourner chez eux. 
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Irene Knockwood 

aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ LǊŜƴŜ YƴƻŎƪǿƻƻŘ LΩƳ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǎƪŀǎƻƴƛ CƛǊǎǘ 

Nation. 

The month after, we got flooded again, we ended up 

staying in a motel for another seven days. So, it was 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƻǘŜƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

when you could go back, or how much your house 

was damaged, or you know, like what you lost.  We 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 

going to happen, when we could move back home 

and it was really frustrating. 

¢ƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǇŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻȅ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀǳǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǳǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

like any normal child.  WitƘ ƘƛƳΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 

actually take a couple of hours before we could leave, I had to try and convince him. I told him 

άhƘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ Ŧǳƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀǘέΣ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ Φ Φ Φ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΦ  

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎǊŀō ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά/ƻƳŜ ƻƴΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎƻέΤ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǳǘƛǎǘƛŎ 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ 

I always tell my children, whatever goes wrong in the house, we have a meeting place.  And 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ƳŜŜǘǎΦ  {ƻΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ what we did. When we evacuated, we had a meeting 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƳŜǘΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ 

DŜƻǊƎƛƴŀ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ǳǎΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

that so you just got to do what you can. 

If we had some kind of activities for the children because it was the children, like, for my son it 

ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǎǘΦ  9ǾŜƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƘŜΩǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ 

ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƛŎŜΣ ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ά!ǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƭƻƻŘΚέΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŦǊŜŀƪǎ ƻǳǘΦ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

reassure him. And I wish we had programs available for people that are really affected by this, 

you know. We were all traumatized by the events that had happened. 

LΩƳ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΦ [ƛƪŜΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ L ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎǳƛǘŎŀǎŜΣ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘǎΩ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŦŦ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  {ƻΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ LΩƳ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΦ  L 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŦƛǊŜΣ ƻǊ ŦƭƻƻŘƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿays 

have to be prepared.   

 

 
























































